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TransformingTHE SCIENCES
BY

JIM STEWART

FURMAN EMBARKS ON A $50 MILLION PLAN TO EXPAND AND REFURBISH ITS SCIENCE FACILITIES.

JOHN L. PLYLER HALL HAS BEEN THE HUB OF SCIENTIFIC

These building plans reflect our desire to strengthen our work

EXPLORATION AT FURMAN FOR CLOSE TO 50 YEARS.

in the sciences by equipping and endowing exemplary under

The buil di n g , which opened in 1 958 and was completed,
with the addition of north and south wings, in 1 966, is home

graduate fac i l ities that will promote collaborative learn i n g ,
teac h i n g and student-faculty scholarship."
Furman anticipates construction to begin on the new complex

for the departments of chem istry, biology, physics, and earth
and environmental sciences (formerly geology). But while

in J u ne 2006. It will not start, however, until 90 percent of the

Plyler Hall has remained essentially unchanged both externally

voluntary pledges, gifts and grants are in place and 33 percent

and internally through the years,

of the funds have been received. The estimated $50 m i l l ion

the faculty and programs i n

cost will incl ude a $6 m i l l ion maintenance endowment for the

t h e sciences have expanded

fac i l ities.
Both phases of construction are expected to take 18 months,

dramatically.
As the n umber of students and
professors using the building has

with an antici pated completion date of spri ng 2009. To develop
the pre l i m i nary design, Furman has worked with Ballinger, a

increased fourfold since the early

Philadelphia-based architectural and engineering firm. A Science

1 960s, so too has the need for

Advisory Board, chaired by trustee Carl Kohrt '65 and consist

i mproved laboratory and class

i n g of lead i n g alumni and friends, has provided g u idance and

room space, more areas designed

counsel throughout the planning process while helping the

for collaborative research and

un iversity l ocate potential resources for the project.

interd isciplinary exploration,
and an updating and upgrading
of the facility to keep it i n line
with ongoing advances in science

h

THE LAYO
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instruction and technology -

The upgrade of the science complex is scheduled to take place

and with other colleges and

in two phases.

un iversities with which Furman
com petes for students and faculty.
The sciences at Furman are
ready for a transformation. And

I n the first phase, two new two-story halls will be built,
extending from the west side of Plyler toward Richard W. R i ley
Hall, home for com puter science and mathematics. The north
hall (closest to Furman Hall) will provide the entrance to the

the un iversity is prepared to act

science complex and have a connecting bridge to the second

- in a big way.

story of R i l ey. The bridge will represent both a physical and

At its fall 2004 meeting, the

symbolic l i n k between the natural sciences and com puter

board of trustees authorized plans

science and mathematics, areas that are bec o m i ng increasingly

to proceed with a far-reach i n g ,

interdependent.

$50 m i l l ion expansion a n d renova
tion of the science facilities. The

Also during the first phase, the north section of Plyler Hall
will be renovated and much of the building's rear walkway w i l l

complex will feature two new halls

be enclosed t o provide space for a concourse a n d an 80-seat

and a completely revitalized Plyler

auditorium. Plans call for the concourse to have a large glass

Hall. In all, the four departments

wall opening onto a teaching quadrangle. When construction

in the natural sciences will each

is complete, this feature will allow passers-by to observe

enjoy an almost 50 percent

science in action in research labs and workrooms, and also

increase in laboratory, classroom

to enjoy the view of the external cou rtyard and gathering area.

and office space. When completed,
the new science complex will total
1 1 3,405 net square feet.
Says Tom Kazee, vice president
for academic affairs and dean,
"The two new science halls and

During the second phase of construction, the central and
south ends of Plyler will be transformed. C l assroom, laboratory
and office space will be reconfigured, and an expanded science
library will be added at the front of the building, echoing the
look of the new auditorium at the back.
As in the current Plyler Hall setup, the chem istry and biology

the renovation of Plyler Hall are

departments will occupy the central and south ends of the

Furman's top physical plant prior

complex, although they will swap floors, with chemistry moving

ities. Our science departments

upstairs and biology down. Physics and earth and environ

have earned a reputation for out

mental sciences will still be located upstairs and downstairs,

standing teaching and under

respectively, in the north end. The Plyler basement w i l l also

g raduate research programs.

be reworked to add laboratories, classrooms and storage space.
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This page: The science project's
"shepherd," Ken Sargent '62, ready
for action; the view to the east from
the "bubble on the front." Opposite:
Aerial perspective of the planned
complex, with the two new halls
in the foreground. Previous page:
Rendering of the proposed concourse.

Joe Pollard, chair of biology, praises the collaborative
opportunities the new and renovated spaces w i l l offer. For

top four institutions for undergraduate research in the nation,
beh i nd only M ichigan, Stanford and M IT. Students and faculty

example, the biology department's plant ecology lab will be

in each department consistently receive g rants from the National

located near the EES water analysis lab, si nce the two areas

Science Foundation, National I n stitutes of Health and other

often overlap. Clustering labs in this way will provide easier

organizations to support summer research, equi pment pur

access for all departments, both to share commonly used

chases and other projects.

instruments and to collaborate on mutual projects. As Pollard

The new science complex will give Furman faci l ities to match

points out, "Interfaces like this will further the existing inter

its programs. While providing state-of-the-art laboratories and

d i scipli nary efforts in such areas as biogeochem istry and

classrooms (complete with m u lti media capabilities and flexible

watershed studies."
The "clustering" idea was the top recommendation for
the new faci l ity from the Science Advisory Board.
Another h i g h l ight of the new complex will be the library,

seating), the complex will further expand collaborative oppor
tunities for students and faculty.
Biology chair Pollard says, " M any of our faculty simply don't
have research labs at the present time. All of us are active i n

which w i l l include a feature du bbed the "bubble on the front."

research, but most o f t h e research w e do with students takes

Science faculty members are especially excited about the bub

place in teac h i ng labs on an 'as-available' basis. That effectively

ble's possibil ities; Lon Knight, chair of the chemistry department,

makes research a summer activity and excl udes students who

predicts, "It will serve as a national model for other institutions.

can't be here in the sum mer.

" I call it o u r Interdisciplinary Interaction Zone," he says.

" I n the new complex, research space will allow our faculty

" I t will be a place where computers and recent science journals

and students to be active researchers throughout the year and

are read i l y avai lable, but rather than being a deadly qu iet place

to seamlessly blend the classroom experience and the research

devoid of life and passion, faculty and students from a l l disci

experience, which is the essence of engaged learn i ng . "

plines will be able to enter and celebrate science and find folks
eager to brainstorm about new ideas, interdiscipli nary grant

A s an example, Bill Baker, chair o f t h e physics department,
points out that the amount of space avai lable for courses

strateg ies and the creation of new lab projects. My hope is that,

in com putational physics and for simu lations will triple, thus

when you enter the bubble, your gears will be set in the 'engage

strengthening both student comprehension and research oppor

and interact' mode."

tunities. The building i m provements w i l l also allow the depart
ment to add new instruments, such as a hel iostat (for studies
of the sun), and to expand its developing programs i n optics
research and other areas.
Additional features of the b u i l d i ng will i n c l ude:

I n terms of faculty, equipment and reputation, Furman's programs
in the sciences are arguably second to none. Their emphasis
on original research by student-faculty teams has for years led

• Laboratories desig nated specifically for industrial

to the publication of joint student-faculty papers i n refereed

research and special projects with local industry, a rapidly

journals and student presentations at regional and national

expand i n g outreach aspect of the science program.

scientific conferences.
The chemistry program has long been recognized nationally

4

• Common areas (both academic and social space) that
w i l l encourage col laboration across discipl ines.

• A new HVAC system to provide proper ventilation,
temperature and h u m idity controls - all essential for ind ividual

as a trend-setter in this area, and the efforts of faculty and

comfort and for the protection and preservation of valuable

students i n all the sciences was a major factor in Furman's

eq uipment. Sensitive instruments req u i re more reliable humidity

recent mention in U.S. News & World Report as one of the

and tem perature controls than currently exist in Plyler.

• An aesthetically pleasing new environment that should
help attract top student and faculty talent.
I n keeping with Furman's comm itment to sustai nabil ity,
the science complex will be designed to achieve LEED (Lead

Once construction starts, it will be his job to keep tabs
on everything - "down to where and how many wall outlets
are needed in a room," he says. "I pretty much have to have
the entire place memorized."

ership in Energy and Environmental Design) certification from

Sargent actually headed a comm ittee formed in the late

the U.S. Green Building Council, which rates buildings based

1 980s to investigate renovating Plyler Hall. I n itial ly, he says,

on the n u m ber of environmentally friendly features they include.

the estimate came to $2 or $3 m i l l ion. Later, when the idea

As Bill Ranson, chair of the Department of Earth and Envi
ronmental Sciences, says, "We will be able to use this more
environmentally stable facility as a pedagogical tool." Speci
fically, he points to such planned features as thermal solar panels,

of adding a wing was proposed, the estimates rose closer
to $10 m i l l ion.
Now, he's the point man for a $50 m i l lion project. As the
liaison between the two "camps," he has helped to synthesize

dayl ighting, and an energy efficient heating and cooling system

ideas and nurture the atmosphere of collegiality and mutual

with an energy recovery wheel. By studying the building's energy

respect that has marked the planning process.

use, sustainability processes and systems, and by examining
the environmental impact of the science comp lex, students will

W h i l e the design of the new science comp lex will l i kely
undergo further tweaking over the next year, the i n itial planning

observe firsthand the benefits of conservation and sustainable

is complete and most of the specifics have been determ ined.

growth practices.

Now the off-campus work begins, as the university seeks
leadership g ifts and donations from alumni, parents and
friends to support the project.
The academic departments have reached consensus about
the kind of science program they want. They have demonstrated

Furman probably could not have chosen a more appropriate

a commitment to working together to build a facility that satisfies

"shepherd" - that's his official title - for this project than
.
Ken Sargent, professor of earth and environme ntal sciences.

their needs and is flexible enough to meet the requirements

As a 1 962 alumnus who majored i n chem istry, he took
classes in Plyler Hall when it was in its infancy. When he returned

of future students and professors.
Their ultimate goal is to have a science complex and an
interdiscipli nary program that will be a national model for under

to teach geology in 1 968, the north and south wings had been

graduate instruction - while provid i n g tangible evidence of

completed only two years before. Having taught at Furman for

the excellence in science education that is possible in a l iberal

37 years, he has extensive knowledge of how the four science

arts institution.

departments operate.
After this year, Sargent will rel inqu ish h i s teac hing duties
to coordinate the building's planning and construction. He will

For additional information on the science project and
the giving opportunities available, contact Don Lineback,

serve as ombudsman and sound i n g board for the architects

vice president for development, at (864) 294-2475, or by

and the departments, interpreting the needs of each to the

e-mail, don.lineback@furman.edu.

other and, when necessary, explaining what can and can't
be done.
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MAN OF SCIENCE, MAN OF FAITH
Charles Townes receives the Templeton Prize for his
influential efforts to illuminate the relationship between
scientific and religious inquiry.

his seminal 1966 article
"The Convergence of

similarities between scientific and

Science and Religion,"

theological inquiry were unusual for
their time. Indeed, so rare was his

Charles Townes, the Nobel
laureate and 1935 Furman graduate

position that he admitted in the paper

whose pioneering research resulted
in the invention of the maser and laser,

that many of his colleagues might

discussed the role of faith as it pertains

consider it "extreme." Nonetheless,
he proposed that the differences between

to both religion and science.

science and religion "are largely super

Writing for THINK magazine,

ficial, and . . . the two become almost

published by IBM, Townes said, "The

indistinguishable if we look at the real

essential role of faith in religion is so

nature of each."

well known that it is usually taken as
characteristic of religion, and as dis

When Townes' article was reprinted
in The Technology Review, published

tinguishing religion from science. But

by Massachusetts Institute of Technology,

faith is essential to science too, although

it caused something of a storm among

we do not so generally recognize the

scientists who saw no room in their

basic need and nature of faith in science.

profession for anything remotely related

"Faith is necessary for the scientist

displays a ruby maser amplifier
for radio astronomy.

to faith or religion. In fact, the editor

to even get started, and deep faith neces

of the journal received a letter from an

sary for him to carry out his tougher tasks.

alumnus who threatened to cut off all

Why? Because he must be personally

contact with MIT if it printed anything

committed to the belief that there is

in the future that dealt with religion.

order in the universe and that the human

In this 1957 photo, Charles Townes

Townes' assertions about the

Such hostility was not new to Townes.

mind - in fact his own mind - has

Yet rather than dissuade him, it served

a good chance of understanding this

to fuel his interest in the parallels be

order. Without this belief, there would

tween science and religion. To this day,

be little point in intense effort to try to

he continues to examine them in books,

understand a presumably disorderly or
incomprehensible world. Such a world

journals and lectures.

would take us back to the days of super

Learned," published in the December

stition, when man thought capricious

2001 issue of Esquire magazine, Townes

forces manipulated his universe.

discussed the idea of revelation as it

"In fact, it is just this faith in an order

In an interview titled "What I 've

ly universe, understandable to man, which

related to his discovery of the principles
behind the laser in the early 1950s, which

allowed the basic change from an age of

led to his 1 964 Nobel Prize in physics.

superstition to an age of science, and has
made possible our scientific progress."

He told the magazine, "I n religion,
people talk about revelations. In science

Charles Townes joins M other Teresa as the only people to have
won both the Nobel Prize and the Templeton Prize.

you find many revelations, too, it's just
that people don't talk about them that way.
"When the idea for the laser came
to me, I was sitting on a park bench think
ing, 'Now, why haven't I been able to do

Mother Teresa, evangelist Billy Graham

in the humid conditions of the Pacific

this?' Suddenly a new idea comes to me,

and author Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn.

Theater.

a new creation. Where did it come from?

The 89-year-old Townes, now a grad

After the war he became associate

uate professor at the University of Cali

professor of physics at Columbia Uni

I didn't suddenly have a view of God's

fornia, said that he would contribute

versity and met Arthur L. Schawlow,

face, if that's what you mean.

approximately half of the award to

who became his research assistant.

"In science we just don't talk about

Furman, with substantial amounts also

The two would eventually combine their

it much. You say, 'Well, I had an idea.'

going to the Pacific School of Religion,

energies (and become brothers-in-law)

Did God give me this idea? Who knows?

In the religious world people talk about

the Center for Theology and the Natural

to make major advances in the field

revelations. They are not so basically

Sciences, the Berkeley Ecumenical Chap

of microwave spectroscopy.

different."

laincy to the Homeless, and the First
Congregational Church of B erkeley.
his commitment to the

Furman president David Shi nomi

In 1951 Townes, along with many
other physicists, was studying how to use
microwave spectroscopy to better examine

idea that the aims of and

nated Townes for the award. In doing so,

molecular structure. As part of his

questions raised by science

Shi said, "Charles Townes grew up in

research, he chaired a Navy-sponsored

a progressive Baptist family. He came

committee that encouraged research that

same, for his reasoned and consistent

of age intellectually and spiritually in

might result in the generation of waves

belief in the connection between science

the 1 930s, when quantum mechanics,

shorter than those of current radar sys

and spiritual realities, and for his ongoing

Einstein's Theory of Relativity, and

tems - a goal that had proven elusive

efforts to explain the similarities in

cosmological principles derived from the

to researchers around the world.

method, mission and purpose between

implications of the "Big Bang" hypothesis

the communities of faith and science,

convinced many scientists that knowledge

mittee meeting in Washington, D.C.,

Charles Hard Townes was awarded

and perception were uncertain rather than

Townes woke up early and, because the

the 2005 Templeton Prize for Progress

fixed. In the 1950s, he embarked on a

hotel restaurant was not yet open, went

Toward Research or D iscoveries about

lifelong quest to unite faith and reason.

and religion are often the

Spiritual Realities.

"This quest, amplified by his personal

One spring morning before a com

outside to greet the day. As he sat on
a bench, wrestling with his research

experiences and scholarly reflections,

questions, a solution popped into his

led to his belief that religion and science
must eventually converge - and their

head, and he quickly jotted it down

of Edinburgh formally presented the
prize to Townes in a private ceremony

convergence will lead to new and deeper

at Buckingham Palace on May 4.

insights into God's purposes."

The announcement was made
March 9 in New York City. The Duke

on a piece of paper.
His sudden insight led to the
development of the first working maser,
a device that amplifies electromagnetic

Started in 1972 by Sir John Templeton,
a global investor and philanthropist who

Greenville native, Townes

waves, and soon thereafter, in collabora

received an honorary Doctor of Humani

was born in 1 9 1 5 to Ellen

tion with Schawlow, to the invention of

ties degree from Furman in 1995, the

and Henry Townes. He

the laser, which amplifies and directs

Templeton Prize is presented annually

received a B.A. degree

light waves into parallel direct beams.

to a living person to encourage and honor

in modern languages and a B . S . degree

Ultimately, it resulted in an astonishing

those who advance knowledge in spiritual

in physics summa cum laude from Furman

array of discoveries now in common

matters. An international, i nterfaith

when he was 19. Two years later, he

use in medicine, telecommunications,

panel of nine judges awards the prize,
which is worth more than $ 1.5 million.

earned a master's degree in physics from
Duke University and, in 1939, a Ph.D.

electronics, computers and many other

Its monetary value is in keeping with

in physics from Cal ifornia Institute

co-authored the influential book

Sir John Templeton's stipulation that

of Technology.

Microwave Spectroscopy, and in 1960

it always be worth more than the Nobel

That same year Townes joined the

Prizes, and underscores his belief that

technical staff at Bell Labs, which pro

research and advances in spiritual dis

duced such advances as the transistor,

areas. In 1955, Townes and Schawlow

they shared a patent for the laser.
In 1 961, a year after Frank Drake
and associates launched the first scientific

coveries can be quantifiably more signifi

solar cells and fiber optics. During

search for radio transmissions from

cant than those recognized by the Nobels.

World War I I he helped develop radar

distant solar systems, Townes co

systems that performed effectively

authored a paper with R.N. Schwartz

Among the previous recipients are
8

in Nature that proposed using the optical
spectrum for similar indications. More

advisory board that has helped to plan
the new science complex. The main

Shi added, "Charles Townes helped
to create and sustain the dialogue between

than 40 years later, optical searches for

lecture room in Plyler Hall of Science

science and theology. He has made a pro

extraterrestrial intelligence are under
way at observatories at Harvard, MIT

is named in his honor, and a Wall of

found contribution to the world's progress

Honor in Hartness Pavilion recognizes

in understanding - and embracing 

and the University of California, among
others.

his pioneering work.

the wonder of God's creation."
The Templeton Prize may or may

Townes received the Nobel Prize

Townes and his wife of 63 years,
the former Frances H. Brown, live in

in Physics in 1 964 with two physicists

Berkeley, Calif. They have four daughters

from the Lebedev Institute in Moscow,

and six grandchildren.

Aleksander Prokhorov and Nikolai Basov.

not be the crowning achievement of
Townes' illustrious career. But it does
make a statement about the broader
contributions of a brilliant gentleman

They were honored for "fundamental

nominating Townes for

and scholar who saw similarities in the

work in the field of quantum electronics

the Templeton Prize, David

worlds of religion and science - and

which has led to the construction of

Shi said, "He points out that

influenced the scientific and theological

oscillators and amplifiers based on
the maser-laser principle."

both scientists and theolo

communities to recognize them.

Townes has served as provost and

gians seek truth that transcends current
human understanding, and because both

This story compiled by Jim Stewart,

are human perspectives trying to explain

using information supplied by the John

of the Enrico Fermi International School

and to find meaning in the universe, both

Templeton Foundation and material

of Physics, and university professor of

are fraught with uncertainty. Scientists

in the Furman archives.

physics at the University of California.

propose hypotheses from postulates, from

His current work uses lasers to help com
bine images from distant telescopes.

Thus, like religion, science builds on

He holds honorary degrees from more

a form of faith."

professor of physics at MIT, director

ideas that ultimately cannot be proven.

than 25 institutions (including Furman)
and is the recipient of close to 100 honors
and awards.
At Furman he is a member of the
board of trustees and serves on the
9

THE TOWNES PERSPECTIVE
To best understand science or religion, we must use all of our human resources.

D

feel very humble at being thought

views, since I was one of few scientists

to have contributed to such

understanding the purpose and meaning

they knew who attended church. Sur

of our universe, including our own lives.

critically important fields as spirituality

prisingly, a week later someone telephoned

and the purpose of life. I am enor

to ask if he could publish my talk he had
heard on the relation between science

If the universe has a purpose or meaning,
this must be reflected in its structure and
functioning, and hence in science. In

and religion. Of all things, he wanted

addition, to best understand either science

to publish it in THINK magazine of IBM,

or religion, we must use all of our human

of which he was editor.

resources - logic, evidence (observations

mously honored by this award, and deeply
thank the Templeton Foundation.
I want to thank even more Sir John
Templeton for his work and emphasis
on better understanding spirituality and

Shortly after that, the editor of the

or experiment), carefully chosen assump

religion, and towards bringing science

MIT alumni journal read it and also

tions, intuition and faith. A former

and religion into productive interactions.

wanted to publish it in his journal, and

His efforts have in recent years indeed

did. But a prominent MIT alumnus wrote

scientist-philosopher, when asked to
define the "scientific method," said,

produced an atmosphere of open and

him that if he ever published anything

"It's to work like the devil to get the

helpful discussions between scientists

like it again on religion, he would never

answer, with no holds barred." I believe

and theologians. I believe there is no

have anything more to do with MIT.

the same is true for our understanding

long-range question more important than

This, of course, only encouraged me

of spirituality.

the purpose and meaning of our lives

to provide many other talks and articles

and our universe, and Sir John has very

on the subject as I was invited, but it

much stimulated its thoughtful consider

reflected a common view at the time

m any people don't realize that
DJ.I science basically involves assump

ation, particularly encouraging open and

among many scientists that one could

tions and faith. But nothing is absolutely

useful discussion of spirituality and the

not be a scientist and religiously oriented.
There was an antipathy towards discus

proved. For example, the mathematician

meaning of life by scientists.
Science and religion have had a long
history of interesting interaction. But

sion of spirituality.
Not long afterwards, Templeton

Godel showed logically that to prove
something, there must be an overall set
of assumptions, but that we can never

when I was younger, that interaction

began his creative and constructive empha

prove that the assumptions are even self

did not seem like a very healthy one.

sis on better understanding of religion,
and by now I believe he has made a

consistent. We must make the best
faith. And wonderful things in both

Technology, even my professor who was

major change in openness of the public
and of scientists to such discussions.

directing my research jumped on me for

My own view is that, while science

For example, when I was a graduate
student at the California Institute of

assumptions we can envisage, and have
science and religion come from our
efforts based on observations, thoughtful

being religiously oriented. I myself have

and religion may seem different, they

always thought that science and religion

have many similarities and should inter

assumptions, faith and logic.
There are many mysteries in science.

are not unrelated, and should be honestly

act and enlighten each other. They cer

We seem to know only about five percent

and openly interacting.

tainly can appear quite different, but

of the matter in our universe. This is

basically I believe they are closely related.

such a small fraction, and what is the
remainder? We are convinced the other

Later, in the early 1 960s, I was
at Columbia University and the men's

Science tries to understand what our

group of Riverside Church, near Columbia,

universe is like and how it works, includ

asked if I would talk to them about my

ing us humans. Religion is aimed at

matter is there, but it's not stars, light,
or gas. What is it? It's clearly there

Townes addresses the media
at the Templeton Prize
announcement in New York.

according to cosmological behavior, but

gravitational and nuclear forces were not

has monkeyed with physics - and there

we don't know what in the world it is.

very close to what they are, the genera

are no blind forces worth speaking about

tion of heat by stars and our long-lasting

in nature."

We assume the laws of physics are
constant, and have faith in that, but could
they suddenly change? And if not, why
not?

and steady solar source of energy could
not be.
Why did the laws of physics turn out

We must continuously pay deep
attention to such basic questions the meaning of our universe, of life,

to be so special that we can be here? We

and how to fulfill it. And we need to

relativity are wonderful and tell us a lot.

can assume it was just accidental, but

be open-minded. I believe our present

But it appears they are not consistent with

that seems extremely unlikely. Another

views have an important reality. But

possibility is that there are an almost

they may be modified, just as classical

Quantum mechanics and general

each other. What is it we are missing?

infinite number of universes, each with

or Newtonian physics was radically

life is free will. According to present

different laws, and ours turned out to be

modified in principle by the advent of

science, individuals really can have no

just the right one. But we can't test this

quantum mechanics. And yet, classical

freedom of choice, yet we think we do.

assumption, and even if there are a multi

physics is still remarkably close to many

And there is the question as to what really

tude of universes we do not know why

realities, and we rely on it in many ways.

is consciousness, or a conscious being.

the laws of physics would vary in such

As we progress, I'm hopeful that new

Intuitively we think we can make some

a way from one universe to another.

Another mystery facing us in human

free choices and know what conscious

Increasingly, science is showing how

understandings will deepen our percep
tions. And they may well change our

ness is, but our present science and logic

special both our universe and we are,

views, but I believe present understand

simply do not fit our ideas very well.

which has raised questions about whether

ings will still be important.

Are there completely new phenomena

it was indeed planned or influenced -

and laws of science to be discovered,

one of many examples where science

The Templeton Foundation has been

and religion naturally interact. Fred

creative and importantly helpful in stimu
lating new thoughts, efforts and insights

Hoyle, the British physicist who was

towards our understanding, in particular

more and more aware of the special

skeptical that there was any creation

towards open and useful discussion

nature of our universe, a special nature

of the universe, nevertheless wrote, after

between science and spirituality, which

that allows us to exist. And we are

he d iscovered how remarkable nuclear

I deeply appreciate. And I am hopeful

wondering more and more about why.

properties produced important chemical

we will in time understand much more.

If relations between electromagnetic

elements, "Would you not say to your

and nuclear forces were not very close

self, 'Some super-calculating intellect

or can we never understand fully?
Recently, scientists have become

- Charles H. Townes

to what they actually are, then the wealth

must have designed the properties of

These remarks, delivered by Townes

of chemical elements - including carbon,

at the March 9 Templeton Prize press

oxygen and nitrogen, which humans

the carbon atom?' Of course you would.
A common-sense interpretation of the

conference, were provided by the

depend on- could not exist. If the

facts suggests that some super intellect

John Templeton Foundation.
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Echo of the Past
By Jim Stewart

I

n May of 1 955, Furman's Faculty
Committee on Student Publications
confiscated and withheld distribution
of the spring issue of the Echo, the
student literary magazine, indicating
that the decision was "in the best
interest" of the university.
Not surprisingly, the seizure of the
Echo set off a brief but stormy protest
among the student editors and contribu
tors, who felt their opinions and ideas
were being stifled. They took their case
to the local media, and the resulting story
led to a brief flurry of national publicity.
All of this occurred during the last
week of classes, however, and by the
time the publicity had played out, the
term was over and the principals had
scattered. When school resumed in the
fall everyone involved returned to their
activities, putting the incident behind
them.
But what happened to the 1 ,500
printed copies of the Echo? Were all
of them destroyed? When they learned
of the university's decision, the students
had raced to Greenville's Hiott Press but
were able to save only a handful of press
proofs. Had anyone kept a final, printed
version, if only for posterity's sake?
The question remained unanswered
until a few years ago. During a meeting
with former faculty, staff and alumni
from the old campus, I brought up the
"lost" Echo and asked if anyone hap
pened to have a copy. Turned out some
one did - Francis W. Bonner, a storied
name in university history who was dean
of men in 1955. A week later, he and his
wife, Nilaouise, handed me a well
preserved, printed copy (not a proof)
of the publication.
This year, in recognition of the 50th
12

anniversary of the spring 1 955 Echo,
editor Leah Coakley and art editor Greta
Thielen chose to publish it as part of the
2005 issue, reproducing it in its original
form. They did so, Coakley said, to
provide "a glance at Furman's history,
which both illustrates the past and
demonstrates the ageless nature of art."

wh��-;��-�;;�-���·;;·b�hi-�d-�h�·;;�-i��--1955 Echo? What do those who were
involved remember? What, among its
20 pages of poetry and prose, caused
the uproar? And what was the fallout?
Alfred S. Reid's 1976 history,
Furman University: Toward a New
Identity, devotes a page to the Echo in

a chapter titled "Crisis Over Fraternities,
1954-61," a period in which Furman
and its founding body, the South Caro
lina Baptist Convention, frequently
clashed over issues that today might
seem trivial, but at the time were quite
serious.
Reid surmises that the Echo was
confiscated "partly because the articles

were controversial and partly because
the editors, Joan Lipscomb and Hubert
Cooper, Jr., had bypassed their faculty
advisor." He writes:
Lipscomb's own article, "No Way
Back," called the recent 1954 United
States Supreme Court decision outlaw
ing school segregation a "fact which

The story of the controversial spring 1955 issue of Furman's student literary magazine.

work with African blacks while ignoring
blacks in white kitchens and white back
yards. Lipscomb's sensational headline
"Ice Cream Jesus" [actual headline:
"Ice Cream Christ"] for an article by
Evelyn Cleveland about vacation Bible
school satirized the practice of enticing
slum children into church with offers
of ice cream.
When the faculty committee learned
about the contents of the Echo on 18 May,
the committee members went to Hiott
Press to examine them. After a long
and agonizing session with the editors,
the committee concluded that release
of the issue was "not in the best interest
of Furman" and promptly ordered
destruction of all 1,500 copies.
Student author King was incensed.
Taking a cast-off proof from a trash can,
he reported the incident to the Greenville
newspapers, charging the committee
with censorship and repudiation of the
purpose of a liberal education, which,
he said, is to teach students to think

would attract stronger students and
faculty and help propel Furman into the
upper ranks of the nation's liberal arts
colleges.
As Reid's h istory points out, 195455 also brought a series of skirmishes
between Furman and assorted groups
within the South Carolina Baptist Convention, the university's most consistent
source of financial support. Although
friction with the Baptists was not uncom
mon, during this particular period fac
tions within the convention stepped up
their complaints about such issues as
dancing and fraternities on campus and hinted that they would work to
withhold funding if the university did
not eliminate such sinful activities.
While Furman officials consistently
defended both their policies and the
quality and character of the student
body, they were forced to tread gingerly
so that the problems would not escalate,
given the implied threats to the well
being of the school.

and to put thoughts into words and
deeds. The Associated Press carried
the story to the nation ... Roy Wilkins,
executive secretary of the NAACP, saw
the story in Jet and sent Lipscomb a
note of congratulation and sympathy.
To prevent any further occurrence
of this kind, in the spring of 1956 the
student government created a student
publications board to supervise publica-

all the emotionalism of Southern poli
ticians cannot alter" and urged Southern

tions [and] to elect editors, who had

leaders to comply. There is "simply no

previously been selected openly ...

way back to the way things once were,"

Editors would be responsible for their

she said, adding that many Furman

publications, and there would be no

students favored integration.

"precensorship" of contents.

An article by Charles King, "Perver
sion of the Baptist Heritage," a review
of Wesley Shrader's satiric [novel] Dear

Charles, rebuked Baptists for what King
called their alleged "obsession" with
numbers at the expense of spirit....
King berated the Baptists for racial
bigotry that encouraged missionary

�
\

�
'

0.................................................

uring the 1 954-55 school year con
struction of the new campus was well
under way, and by the spring a residence
hall and the first classroom building were
nearly complete. University officials
envisioned that the beautiful new campus
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Students, however, felt no such
constraints. As they had before, and as
they would for the next 37 years (until
Furman and state Baptists agreed to
sever ties), they openly voiced their
objections to what they considered the
Baptists' antiquated thinking and
m icromanagement of the university.
Charles King '56 edited the student
newspaper, The Hornet, in 1 954-55.
Now retired from a management career
with such publications as Esquire, Sports
Illustrated and Time, among others, the
New York City resident recalls that
student editors were "under constant
attack from radical Baptist ministers
who wanted to make Furman over in the
image of Bob Jones."
For example, he says that when he
argued in print against a university
decision not to distribute "the usual free
tickets" for a local performance by a
traveling ballet corps ("A knowledge of
dance," he wrote, "is essential to a well
rounded liberal arts education"), a group
of ministers responded that he was
leading students "down the pathway to
sinful ballroom dancing." Another
"flurry of hysteria," he says, emerged
from a misunderstanding about a
mention in one of his columns of some
"articles" being sold by a fraternity. The
ministers, failing to check their facts
before denouncing the fraternity's
actions, had assumed the articles in
question were condoms; actually, they
were mugs.
Says King, "We felt besieged by
their attacks that were spread far and
wide in the state."

A ·�d·��· ;� ·������ ·i���· �;�;��· i·95·5.....
and the Echo, with King's article scold
ing the Baptists, Cleveland's take on
religious hypocrisy and Lipscomb's push
for a more progressive, tolerant society
in the wake of Brown v. Board of Edu
cation. All were hot-button issues likely
to raise more denominational hackles
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than dancing and fraternities ever had.
Given the tenor of the times - even 1 0
years later, when Furman integrated,
it would do so against the convention's
wishes - perhaps it's not surprising
that the Echo came under such scrutiny.
King and Echo co-editor Bert (Huby)
Cooper '56 have virtually identical
memories of what happened after King
received the call from Hiott Press that
faculty representatives had taken posses
sion of the magazine: The students raced
to the printer, pulled page proofs from
the trash and returned to campus, where
they stapled the pages together in an
effort to preserve some semblance of
the publication.
King then took the story to Gil
Rowland, a seasoned Greenville News
reporter. Because The Hornet had
published its final issue for the year,
King says, there was no other way
to let the student body know what
had happened.
Rowland's article appeared Thursday
morning, May 19, citing King's opinion
that "the magazines were seized because
of objections to an article sympathetic
to racial integration and a review of the
book, Dear Charles," and quoting King's
contention that the seizure was antitheti
cal to the purposes of the university.
That afternoon the Greenville Piedmont
ran a follow-up story, quoting at length
from the articles in question.
Furman officials were restrained i n
their comments, saying little other than
that the decision was made "after long
and serious study" by the Faculty Com
mittee on Publications. Privately, they
had emphasized their concerns to the
students that the Echo's advisor, Meta
Eppler Gilpatrick, an esteemed and
influential professor, had not been
afforded the chance to review the

�

publication's contents until it was
essentially on press.
Looking back, the student players
say that they were never aware of a re
quirement regarding faculty supervision
of publications, and if there was such
a rule, it was not applied consistently.
Editors Cooper and Lipscomb had already
overseen the fall version of the Echo, and
Lipscomb (Joan Lipscomb Solomon '56),
who also wrote for The Hornet, says, "We
were never conscious of close supervision.
We took things and ran with them."
Hardly anyone remains who can
discuss the Echo from the university's
viewpoint. One who has a limited recol
lection of the events is Ernest E. Harrill,
retired professor of political science.
Harrill, who was on the faculty
publications committee, remembers that
its members were concerned less with
the content of the Echo than with "the
use of certain words," although he doesn't
recall specifics. His other strong memory
is of a meeting with Lipscomb the day
after the controversy erupted. He says,
"I recall very clearly her stopping by
and saying, 'I was always told that pain
would help you grow. Well, I must have
grown an awful lot in the last day.' "

I �ci��ct: j;��-��;� -��-���h -�i��-h�� -�����ct:.

everyone involved in the incident has
trouble remembering the details of
meetings and discussions. Often, only
impressions remain. One thing that is
clear, however, is that today the student
principals view the events surrounding
the Echo in a more understanding light.
Cooper, who lives in Washington,
D.C., and is retired from the Congres
sional Research Service, a division of
the Library of Congress, suggests some
what jokingly that banning the issue was
actually a good thing. "We had saved
the page proofs," he says, "and once the
word was out about what had happened,
people wanted to see them. They came
by in droves. It was probably the best
read issue ever."
Solomon is a retired teacher living
in Rochester, N.Y., where she writes
a column for the Chautauquan Daily,
a publication of the Chautauqua (N.Y.)
Institution. She says, "I don't remember
who, but I recall a professor saying some
thing to the effect of, 'That Charles King
should've been given his walking papers.'
"But looking back, we didn't under
stand all the ramifications of what we
were doing. It was a different time, and
I believe that the university acted as it
did to protect the institution."
Cooper agrees. When asked how
he would have responded, he points to

Furman's dependence on Baptist support
and the potential threat to its plans for
the future and says, "I suspect that had
I been in the university's position, I'd
have done the exact same thing."
King is less conciliatory, saying
he still sees the seizure as "a moral issue.
We should have been able to publish
controversial material as long as it
didn't libel or hurt somebody."
Yet he commends the university for
its subsequent efforts to turn the incident
into a positive by creating the new student
publications board, and he's proud that
he was asked to help organize the board
and serve as its first chair. He believes
that the Echo controversy ultimately led
to improved communication between
university officials and students, and he
points out that, contrary to giving him
his walking papers, Furman never took
any action against him or his cohorts.
For the 1 955-56 year, in fact, Cooper
and Lipscomb were given the plum job
of co-editing the student handbook.
King was asked to be one of two student
representatives on the Who's Who selec
tion committee, and Evelyn Cleveland
(Davis) '56, author of "Ice Cream
Christ," edited the Echo. "All was
forgotten and forgiven," says Solomon.
"There were no hard feelings toward us."
King recalls an encounter with Dean
Bonner in the fall of 1 955 that illustrates
Solomon's point. Ever primed for battle,
King had just written a column for The
Hornet complaining about the "oppres
sion students felt from the constant attacks
on their social life by the radical Baptists."
Soon thereafter he ran into Bonner,
and they had this conversation:
Bonner: "I thought you got all that
rebelliousness out of your system last
year."
King: "I doubt if I'll ever lose it."
Bonner (with a mix of resignation
and affection): "Yes, I suppose you
never will."
"And that was it," King says today.
"A not unpleasant exchange."

.
.
G·i��� th�;� -�������� -��ci· ;�h�;� ·i��-�
the principals - and given Furman's
tempered response in the aftermath of
the incident - one gets the feeling that
university officials, while not thrilled
with its timing, may have actually appre
ciated the sense of commitment and
social consciousness that the Echo
displayed. After all, isn't a liberal
arts institution supposed to instill in
its students the value of critical thought
and expression? Hadn't the students
demonstrated that they had learned those
lessons? And why else, if their actions
had been so egregious, would Furman
subsequently ask them to assume other
positions of responsibility?
Granted, this is just speculation.
But it is apparent that the students and
the university learned from the Echo
incident and ultimately used it to improve
the publications climate on campus.
In hindsight, the students harbor
no resentment. "Time helps," says
Cooper. "You mellow a bit, and you
learn something."
All state unequivocally that they
value and appreciate their Furman
experience. And now, thanks to the
passage of years and the forces of change,
they are delighted that the spring 1 955
Echo has been rediscovered - and
published.
"Looking back," says King, "I'd
say we did a good job. I'm proud that
a group of student writers in the Bible
Belt during the 'Happy Days' generation
could produce such a tribute and call for
social consciousness - what we might
call today social justice.
''I'm glad it's finally seeing the light
of day."
A limited number of copies of the

Echo

195512005
are available. If you
are interested in acquiring one, e-mail
jim.stewart @ furman.edu.

The illustrations for the 1 955 Echo,
some of which are reproduced here,
were credited to Jackie Truluck
(Jackque Truluck Warren '58).
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*

Set at the turn of the 20th century,

the musical "Ragtime" is a sprawling

class and the pursuit of the American
dream.

Under the direction of Erica Giovanni
'07, the Pauper Players' three-day run

work that tells the intersecting stories

For the Furman Pauper Players,

of a wealthy New York family, a black

a student group that, in various incarna

played to large, appreciative crowds,

musician-turned-revolutionary and a

tions, has presented an annual show for

many of whom expressed amazement
at the depth of talent among Furman

April 1 4-16 in McAlister Auditorium

Jewish immigrant While including such

the last decade, this spring's production

historical figures as Henry Ford, Emma

of " Ragtime" was perhaps its most ambi

students. Their hard work and dedica

Goldman and Harry Houd i n i in the mix,

tious effort. More than 90 students,

tion are evident in these photographs

the play, adapted from E . L. Doctorow's

representing a wide variety of interests,

from the production, taken by Charlie

novel, provides thought-provoking social

were part of the production team as
mem bers of the cast, crew or orchestra.

Register.

commentary on such issues as race,

Opposite: The people of
Harlem perform "His Name
Was Coalhouse Walker."
This page, clockwise from
top left: Mary M argaret Hart
as Evelyn Nesbit, the catalyst
for the "Crime of the Century;"
ill-fated lovers Coalhouse
(Charles Mason) and Sarah
(Courtney Tucker); future
Furman students Jack Tillman
(left), Tyrek Ballenger and
Amanda Ward are part of
the cast; "What a Game"
is a comic highlight.
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Furman reports
Grease is the word

Cooking oil from dining hall to fuel campus equipment

Grease, a byproduct of French fries, onion rings and other
Furman d i ning hall favorites, has long been considered a health
hazard, which is why it has typically been thrown out at the
end of each day.
But thanks to a new program sponsored by the u niversity's
Environmental Action Group (EAG), the cooking oil from the
dining hall will henceforth be put to productive use: It will be
converted to fuel that will help run Furman's groundskeeping
equipment.
Furman now has the means to convert the grease to bio
diesel fuel, thanks to new processing eq u i pment housed in
a small wooden building near the Department of Facilities
Services.
According to the U.S. Department of Energy, biodiesel
is "like diesel fuel, except it comes from renewable resources l i ke
vegetable oils or restaurant greases. " The fuel, which can be
used in conventional diesel engines, is cleaner than gasoline and

Adrienne DuBois '06 and Chris Jones '07 demonstrate how the
converter works in changing cooking oil to biodiesel fuel.

petroleum diesel. It emits 70 percent less carbon dioxide, which
i mpacts global warming, and virtually no sulfates, which con
tribute to acid rain.

The fuel is expected to be used i n such heavy campus
machi nery as tractors, lawn mowers and backhoes. The

Biology professor Travis Perry, advisor to EAG, estimates
that Furman's biodiesel converter is capable of prod ucing 2,500

Greenville News reported that at Furman, a lawn mower
can use as much as eight gallons of diesel fuel a day.

gallons of the fuel each year. Production costs, he says, are

Lu Yoder of Albuquerque, N . M . , was a consultant for the

approximately 60 cents per gallon.

project and helped the students build the biodiesel converter.

EAG volunteers will collect the g rease and provide the labor
required to make the fuel, then sell it to Facilities Services at a 20

Construction , which required coord i nating such parts as a water
heater, jugs and two 55-gallon drums, took just one day.

percent savings from market cost (currently about $2 per gallonr
The project fits Furman's strategic commitment to environmental

Yoder told the News, "There are a lot of people in the Un ited
States who are making their own fuel in their garage like this."

citizenship, and its proceeds will support EAG activities.

- Kelli Dieterich '05

Furman joins with nearby astronomical institute to form telescope team
furman and

the Pisgah Astronomical

utilizing solar power is a bit unusual,"

N.C., have jointly developed an optical

says Furman physics professor David

telescope to be used by students for

Moffett, "but for student operation it has

remote observations.

significant advantages over a dome.

Furman provided a 1 4-inch Celestron
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"An observatory dome requires

telescope and a ceo (charge-coupled

positioning that adds another variable

device) camera, a digital camera with

to observations. A roll-off roof takes the

light-sensitive elements that are used

dome rotation totally out of the equation.

to record images of stars and galaxies.

When the roof is pulled back the telescope

PAR I provided a Paramount ME robotic

is fully exposed to the night sky and can

mount and its observatory, located on

rapidly slew to any part of the sky without

the PARI optical ridge. Using energy

losing time to dome positioning."

from a solar-powered 1 2-volt battery,

Physics professor David Moffett shows off
the optical telescope.

"A remotely operated roll-off roof

Research Institute (PAR I) near Brevard,

PARI, a not-for-profit public foun

the observatory roof can be rolled back

dation, is located in the Pisgah Forest.

for viewing. The process can be initiated

The 200-acre PAR I campus was selected

and controlled by students accessing the

in 1962 by NASA as the East Coast track

observatory via the Internet.

ing station for manned space flights.

Founders celebration

The rededication of the Bell Tower 
Furman's most recognizable symbol 
and the recognition of two women for
their contributions to the university were
the highlights of the annual Founders
Day Convocation April 6 in McAlister
Auditorium.
John L. Plyler, Jr. '56, a retired
hospital executive from Davidson, N.C.,
and son of John Plyler, president of
Furman from 1 939 to 1 964, delivered
the Founders Day address. He recalled
for the audience a series of events that led
to the construction of the current campus,
combining personal recollections with
institutional history.
The convocation also gave Furman
the opportunity to honor Margaret "Peggy"
Haymes '82 and Shirley Mangels, long
time departmental assistant in the Division
of Continuing Education.
Haymes, a minister, author and
counselor, received the Richard Furman
Baptist Heritage Award, which recognizes
a Furman graduate who reflects Baptist
ideals by thinking critically, living com
passionately and making life-changing
commitments.
Haymes is a partner with West
Summit Partners, LLP, in Winston-Salem,
N.C., a company that provides resources
for those in need of counseling, coaching,
healing therapies and other services. She
also works with other support organiza
tions in the city. The award cited her
"compassionate spirit, dedication to

Bell Tower rededicated; Haymes, Mangels receive a wards

Peggy Haymes '82 (left) received the Richard Furman Baptist Heritage Award,
while longtime employee Shirley Mangels earned the Chiles-Harrill Award.

helping others and commitment to the
potential for healing and growth in each
person."
Mangels, a Furman employee since
1987, received the Chiles-Harrill Award,
presented annually to a member of the
faculty or staff who has made a lasting
impact on students' lives. The award,
established by Frank Keener '64, is named
for Marguerite Chiles, former vice presi
dent of student services, and Ernest E.
Harrill, professor emeritus of political
science and a former dean of students.
Mangels works with students in the

Undergraduate Evening Studies program,
many of whom are forced to juggle
multiple demands of family and work.
In a letter nominating her for the award
one person wrote, "Her personal concern
for students and her attention to detail
make the process of going back to college
as an adult student, or beginning college
for the first time as an adult, less intimi
dating. . . . She helps each student
navigate through the processes of
admission, financial aid, advising,
course registration and graduation."
Following the convocation, the
40-year-old Bell Tower, which recently
underwent a $ 1 million refurbishment,
was rededicated. The Bell Tower project
included restoration of the carillon, repair
of the tower's exterior, and construction
of a walkway that includes the names
of project donors on brick pavers (photos
at left).
The Bell Tower is an exact replica
of the tower at "Old Main" on the former
Furman campus in downtown Greenville.
The current tower was built in 1 965 and
provided by the children of A lester Garden
Furman, Greenville businessman and long
time Furman trustee, in their father's mem
ory. The carillon honors John Edward
Burnside, a 1 9 1 7 alumnus who was the
first chair of the Furman Advisory Council.
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Mathematical minds

Furman women chosen for select Budapest program

Harvard president Lawrence Sum mers
created a storm of controversy earlier
this year when he was quoted as sug
gesting that women may be u nder
represented in scientific and quantitative
careers because they lack " i n nate
ability" in science and mathematics.
The resulting furor forced Sum mers
to q u ickly back-track and apologize,
although he cont i nues to suffer from
the fallout. Had he thought to consult
with the Department of Mathematics
at Furman before making his comments,
thoug h , he could well have avoided
trouble i n the first place - or at least
pointed out an exception to his theory.
At the beg i n n i n g of spring term

Furman's Budapest Semesters contingent for 2004 and 2005, from left: Amanda Pascoe,
Angela Hicks, Mary Hedges and Lauren Hund.

2005, 37 Furman students had declared
They q u ickly adapted to big-city life

mathematics as a major. Of that group,

smile when using the same word to

24 were women. And of those 24, four

describe the Budapest Semesters

and enjoyed exploring the city, with

had qualified for one of the most distin

program: " I ntense."

its parks, scen ic vistas and cultural

g u ished academic programs avai lable

Granted, they were somewhat used

to undergraduate math and computer

to intensity. Each spent last summer in

science students.

math-related activities, with Pascoe

offeri ngs. (Both are talented musicians.)
Hedges , who hails from Snellville,
Ga., shared an apartment i n the heart

participating in a National Science Foun

of the "Pesht" (Pest) area with a student

matics offers college ju niors and seniors

dation Research Experience for Under

from M o u nt Holyoke College. "I wanted

the opportunity to study with eminent

graduates program at Central M ic h igan

to be on my own," she says. "It was

H u ngarian scholars at Eotvos U n iversity

U n iversity and Hedges working at the

a l ittle weird and scary at first, but it

and the Mathematical I n stitute of the

National Security Agency. So their

didn't take long to fall in love with the

Hungarian Academy of Sciences.

pumps were well primed for Budapest.

city. And once you learned the system,

Of the H u ngarian approach to

public transportation offered you easy

The Budapest Semesters in Mathe

Furman students Mary Hedges '05 and
Amanda Pascoe '06, selected last spring

mathematics, Hedges says the emphasis

through a competitive, nationwide

is on quality over q uantity. "They tend

application process, spent the 2004 fall

to take a more in-depth approach to

access to anywhere you needed to go."
Pascoe, a resident of Wilbraham,
Mass. , was placed with an older couple

term in the H u ngarian capital. This

specific areas, w h i l e in America we tend

i n the city's " B uda" section. "They'd

spring, Angela H i c ks and Lauren H u nd

to do more of a general overview and, in

had Budapest Semesters students for

(both Class of '06) received word that

a sense, hit the h i g h l ights," she says.

six years but had no interest in learning

they will join about 50 other top-flight

" It was rigorous but well worth it to work

English," she says of her hosts. "It

math students from throughout North

with such h i g h-quality mathematicians.

was definitely a challeng i ng experience.

America i n next fall's program.

And the material covered provided g reat

I was forced to learn and use the

preparation for graduate schoo l . "

language, but that was a good thing."

And for what it's worth, of the 1 2
Furman students w h o have partici pated

Pascoe echoes Hedges' sentiments.

This summer Pascoe w i l l be at

in the Budapest program since 1 989,

"The pace is much q u icker there and

Florida State Un iversity, where she

six, including the last five, are women.

the work more i n -depth," she says

will conduct research i n applied mathe

before add i n g , "There were a lot of

matics through another NSF Research

For those who suffer from math
anxiety, the thought of spending an

talented professors, and it was g reat

Experience for Undergrad u ates pro

hour, let alone a semester, i m mersed

to interact with so many strong students

gra m . Hedges plans to relax a little

in such topics as combi natorics, graph

from other u niversities."

theory and abstract algebra m i g ht send

The students also took advantage

them screaming into the night. Not so

of their time abroad to travel to such

for Hedges and Pascoe, both of whom

cities as Vienna, Rome and Prague.
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before entering the Ph.D. program
at the U n iversity of Colorado, with an
eye toward a career i n college teaching.
- J i m Stewart

Furman's Iron Lady: Minor Mickel dies at 79
M inor Herndon Mickel,

a longtime
community stalwart in Greenville and
one of the most influential leaders in
Furman history, died February 18 after
a lengthy illness. She was 79.
The first woman elected to chair
the Furman board of trustees, Mrs. Mickel
was the point person when, in October
1990, the board took the historic step
of amending the university's charter to
allow the board, rather than the South
Carolina Baptist Convention, to elect
Furman's trustees. The decision ulti
mately led to the severance of official
ties between Furman and South Carolina
Baptists.
During the 19 months between
the trustees' action and the convention's
vote to end its relationship with Furman
in May of 1 992, Mrs. Mickel presided
over intense board meetings, attended
countless sessions involving Furman
administrators and lawyers and conven
tion representatives, and made frequent
appearances at press conferences, media
gatherings and faculty meetings.
Throughout the negotiations, she
displayed an extraordinary combination
of grace and courage, while expressing
clearly, consistently and forthrightly her
faith in the board's decision to amend its
charter. As she told Furman Magazine
in the summer of 1992, "I never truly
thought we would not come out well
in the end. I knew the worst that could
happen would be a lawsuit, and that
would have been a terrible thing, but I felt
so strongly that we were legally right that
I was sure the courts would rule in our
favor."
Her calm nature, steely resolve and
commitment to the board's independence
and to the university's best interests were
j ust what Furman needed during those
stressful times. When the issue of the
university's governance was finally
settled, Furman's president, John E.
Johns, who stood on the firing line with
Mrs. Mickel throughout the crisis, said
admiringly of his friend, "She is a strong
leader and sound thinker . . . [she] has
been Furman's Iron Lady."
Furman awarded her an honorary
Doctor of Humanities degree in 1993,

President David Shi says Minor Mickel was
"a pillar of the modern development of
Furman and of the Greenville community. "

recognizing her generous nature, extra
ordinary leadership and contributions
to the community.
After her death Johns told The Green
ville News, "Minor was a great strength
to me personally, and to the entire board.
She was a leader who had very thought
fully planned the course she needed to
take, and she was masterful in the way
she did it."
A native of Georgia and a graduate
of the University of Georgia, Mrs. Mickel
married her childhood sweetheart, Buck
Mickel, in 1 946. Buck, who died in July
1998, was, like his wife, a giant in the
Greenville community and a key figure
in the city's growth and development. In
1965, after the death of his uncle, Charles
E. Daniel, he was named president and
general manager of Daniel Construction
Company, the international firm that built
many of the buildings on the Furman
campus. He later became vice chair of
the board of Fluor Corporation, which
acquired Daniel in 1977.
His wife worked side by side with
him to help improve the quality of life
in the Greenville area. She served on
the boards of a variety of agencies and
organizations, from the Phillis Wheatley

Community Center and United Way
to the Peace Center for the Performing
Arts and the Greenville Hospital Foun
dation. She also had a keen mind for
business and was on the boards of RSI
Corporation, a company her husband
helped to found, and MICCO Corporation,
an investment company she established
with her children.
Baxter Wynn, associate pastor at
Greenville's First Baptist Church, told
The Greenville News that the Mickels
"were very much a team - full partners
in his business and community concerns.
It was an extraordinary partnership for
its time."
Before beginning the first of her three
terms on the Furman board of trustees,
Mrs. Mickel served on the university's
Advisory Council. The Mickels and their
family also made significant contribu
tions to the university. Funds from the
family provided the naming gift for the
university's Minor Herndon Mickel
Tennis Center, and the Mickels' gifts
helped ensure the construction of
Timmons Arena, Richard W. Riley Hall
and John E. Johns Hall. The Mickels
also established Furman's first Presi
dential Scholarship, which covers all
university costs.
But Minor Mickel's most enduring
legacy to the university will be her lead
ership and fortitude during the Baptist
crisis of the early 1990s. After the situa
tion was resolved, she offered her vision
of what the future held for Furman.
"I really believe Furman can become
the finest university of its size in the
country," she told Furman Magazine.
"A lot of people are watching to see
what we will do."
Of her own role in Furman's ground
breaking decision, she added, with char
acteristic charm and humility, "It's been
a very stressful time, but I honestly have
enj oyed every minute of it. I've made
wonderful friends and gotten more out
of it than I could possibly give. I'm
glad I was able to be part of this
historic process."
- Jim Stewart
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A wise and beautiful read
Although we all know that you can't
judge a book by its cover, the dust jacket
of Tommy Hays' new novel, The Pleasure
Was Mine, tells prospective readers a good
deal. We see a wedding photograph,
1 950s black and white, mounted as if
in an album. The bride, however, is only
partially visible, through a veil of paint.
The elderly narrator, Prate Marshbanks,
and his son, Newell, are both painters 
although Prate tells us that "Newell [is]
a real painter, not a house painter like
me." But as the novel begins, Prate has
a new vocation: taking care of his wife,
Irene, a retired English teacher suffering
from Alzheimer's disease.
Prate is a proud, headstrong, fiercely
loyal man who sees his faults more clearly
than his virtues. Irene is visible only
through the veil of Prate's narration 
and through the additional coloring of
Prate's flashbacks, which show us a young
Irene in full possession of her wit, charm
and intelligence.
Concerned for Irene's safety, Prate
has reluctantly moved her into a nursing
home. He visits Irene every day, yet still
agonizes over the quality of her care
and the suspicion that he could have

Hays ' novel centers on a family coping with Alzheimer's

prevented, or at least delayed, the onset
of her disease.
Four years earlier, Newell also lost
his wife - to an auto accident rather than
to disease. Prate agrees to take his nine
year-old grandson, Jackson, for the
summer, so that Newell can paint. Much
of the novel chronicles the new ties Prate
forms with his still-grieving grandson.
The book almost reads itself. Hays'
prose is elegantly lucid - direct and
unpretentious, nicely complementing
Prate's character. The book has no
McFeelings and no stock, easy responses
to the many dilemmas of Alzheimer's.
Can we honor the past and still live in
the present? Does the disease obscure
the loved one's self, or does it reveal
a self we never knew existed? Can we
ever truly appreciate our blessings while
we still have them?
Hays never asks us to feel more than
the circumstances warrant, and he makes
certain we're never inclined to feel any
less. For me, the two most moving scenes
center upon meals. (Throughout the book,
eating appears both as an ordeal and as
a sacrament.)
In the first, Irene is about to be

Jhe Pleasure Was Mine was

published in March by St. Martin's
Press. Author Tommy Hays '77
is executive director of the Great
Smokies Writing Program at the
University of North Carolina-Asheville
and creative writing chair for the
Academy at the South Carolina
Governor's School for the Arts
and Humanities. His first novel,
Sam's Crossing, was published by

Atheneum in 1 992; his second, In The
Family Way (Random House, 1 999),

received the Thomas Wolfe Memorial
Literary Award and was a Book-of
the-Month Club selection.
Hays holds a graduate degree
from the Master of Fine Arts Program
for Writers at Warren Wilson College.
He lives in Asheville with his wife
and two children. To read an
excerpt from the novel, visit
www.tommyhays.com.
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banished from the Rolling Hills dining
room because Prate is breaking the rules
by helping her eat. Then, a miracle
happens: "For the first time in days, Irene
was feeding herself, and she proceeded to
eat every damn thing on her plate. I was
prouder of her than when she won Best
Teacher of South Carolina. . . . Of course
I knew she might not feed herself tomor
row, but I had begun to see that the older
we became, the smaller the victories, and
if we didn't glory in the little ones, then
likely as not, we gloried in nothing. And
with every bite she took, Irene was telling
that frowning dining room heifer, See?
You don't know the first thing about the
woman I was."
The book's final scene takes place in
the Traveler's Restaurant, a few miles
north of the Furman campus. (Although
Hays' novel would be a delight for any
reader, it offers added pleasures for those
familiar with the settings and history of
upstate South Carolina.) I won't spoil the
surprise, but I will say that Irene is the last
character to speak aloud, and her words are
both heartbreaking and consoling.
If you're looking for a wise and
beautiful book, seek this one out.
- Gilbert Allen

Professor of English

RECOMMENDED
John Derbyshire, Prime
Obsession: Bernhard Riemann
and the Greatest Unsolved
Problem in Mathematics

(Joseph Henry Press, 2003).
Some books are meant for
beach reading. This one is
not. Nevertheless, readers who
tackle it will be rewarded by a
fascinating account of number
theory. Derbyshire has actually
written two books in a single
volume: A biography of
Riemann, the German mathe
matician, and an analysis of
the problems that Riemann
attempted to solve. The
author's claim that the average
reader will have enough
mathematical knowledge
to follow his discussions
is generally true. Be prepared,
however, to read some sec
tions several times.
One of Derbyshire's main
points is that mathematicians
solve problems with both logic
and intuition. Perhaps surpris
ing to non-mathematicians,
the latter is sometimes more
important than the former.
And it turns out that Riemann's
Prime Number Theorem, still
unproven today, is important
every time we make an on-line
purchase. To find out why,
you 'll have to enter the world
of numbers that the author has
illuminated so compellingly.

- A. Scott Henderson,
Education

Louis Crompton, Homosexuality

& Civilization (Belknap Press/
Harvard U niversity Press,
2003). An early pioneer in gay
and lesbian studies, the author
provides an invaluable survey
of the place of same-sex love
and desire in the West. Some
of his most fascinating insights
arise from the attempt to
historicize Biblical accounts
of same-sex desire, as when
he connects Levitical taboos

against same-sex behavior
to the Hebrews' fear of pagan
worship or shows how the
story of Sodom and Gomorrah
was originally seen as a caution
ary tale of cupidity. But this
book also demonstrates how
early Christian fears of same

and Raphael, respectively. You

texts utilizing interpretative

will discover why Caravaggio

strategies of the first century

is considered "the first modern

Jewish synagogues and

painter," and you will learn

as a rhetorical appeal using

about the patronage system

rhetorical strategies of the

that supported his career, his

classical world. In his accom

notorious murder charge and

panying commentary on the

his more ambiguous troubles

Letter of James, Church pre

in Malta - and how they

sents the letter as something

influenced his work.

of a bibl ical and historical fos

- Richard Letteri,
Communication Studies

Christianity.

sex love developed into a rigid
orthodoxy that has impacted
life throughout the Christian
West. Arguing that these
fears are neither essential
nor fundamental to Christian
thought, Crompton never
theless locates the irrational
roots of modern prejudice
in a highly specified and long
history of religious ideology.
And because his book also
talks about China and Japan,
Crompton offers examples of
other, less overtly homophobic
cultures through which to
understand better our own.
- Nick Radel, English
Catherine Puglisi, Caravaggio
(Phaidon, 1 998). To understand
the effect religious iconography
can have, visit Caravaggio's
three chapel paintings of Saint
Matthew in the church of Santa
Luigi dei Francesi, off the Piazza
Novana in Rome. Neither your
skepticism toward Catholicism
nor capitalism (as you continu
ally feed coins into the lighting
box) will prevent you from hav
ing a religious experience.
If you can't make it to
Rome, then read this book,
which contains exquisite full
page reprints of the artist's
main works and of those that
influenced him. Each painting
is analyzed in terms of
Caravaggio's original use
of traditional techniques incisions, canvas drawing,
real-life models, color, light,
composition - as well as how
his realistic, humane and some
times homoerotic representation
of his subject matter constituted
a fundamental break with the
contemporary mannerist and
classical styles of Michelangelo

sil, a surviving representative
of a once-flourishing Jewish
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Paul Thomas, Teaching Writing
(Peter Lang, 2005). Until a few

Gary E. Parker '76, Fateful

decades ago, student writing

Journeys (Howard Publishing,

stood as a distant third in the

2005). This marks the author's

three R's. Since the late 1 970s,

second installment in his South

however, students have been

ern Tides trilogy, which he

asked to write more, and teach

launched in 2004 with Secret

ers have been expected to

Tides. The series combines

teach writing more specifically.

his love of history and the Civil

However, little has been done

War era into a sweeping family

to prepare teachers for this

saga. The publisher says that

shift in emphasis. This primer

this book is "a heart-rending

provides a brief history of the

epic of triumph on the costly

field, as well as an exploration

road to freedom" that forces

of what we now know about

readers "to experience the pain

teaching. Teachers entering

ful consequences of choices,

the field as well as seasoned

the depth of unwavering love,

veterans will discover ways

and the indomitable spirit to

to foster student writers, and

rise above oppression ." The

to grow as writers themselves.

author of 1 0 other novels and

The author, assistant professor

three novellas, Parker is senior

of education at Furman, pub

pastor of First Baptist Church

lishes widely on writing and last

of Decatur, Ga.

year released Numbers Games:
Measuring and Mandating

Kellie Stenzel '87 , The

American Education (Peter

Women's Guide to Lower

Lang), which deals with the

Scores (Thomas Dunne, 2004).

politics of education in America.

This is the third golf instruc
tional by the former Furman

Edgar McKnight and

golfer. Her earlier books

Christopher Church, Hebrews

focused on those just learning

James (Smyth & Helwys, 2005).

the game (The Women 's Guide

McKnight, the William R. Kenan,

to Golf: A Handbook for

Jr., Professor Emeritus of

Beginners) or golfers ready

Religion at Furman, is author

to take the next step (The

or editor of more than a dozen

Women's Guide to Consistent

books. Here he joins a col

Golf). Lower Scores, designed

league from the Baptist College

for more experienced players,

of Health Sciences in Memphis,

offers advice on shot selection

Ten n . , for this New Testament

and practice techniques, while

commentary. In his examina

also suggesting on-course

tion of Hebrews, McKnight

strategies that can help lower

concentrates upon the literary

scores. Stenzel is a teaching

qualities of the book, approach

professional and a contributor

ing it both as a sermonic inter

to Golf for Women magazine.

pretation of Old Testament

23

Furman reports

Experts promote scientific literacy
during health care conference
With the Terri Schiavo case still fresh
in the public's collective mind, Furman
hosted a timely conference April 1 8-20
on "Health Policy in the United States."
The conference, sponsored by the
Richard W. Riley I nstitute of Govern
ment, Politics and Public Service, fea
tured such experts as Louis Sullivan,
former U.S. Secretary of Health and
Human Services, and Joseph J. Fins,
chief of the Division of Medical Ethics
in the Departments of Public Health
and Medicine at Weill Medical College
of Cornell University. Fins was widely
quoted by the national media about the
Schiavo case. Other experts on the pro
gram included Robert Lawrence of the
Bloomberg School of Public Health at
Johns Hopkins University, and Furman
trustee Angela Walker Franklin ' 8 1 ,
vice dean and associate vice president
for academic and student affairs at
Morehouse School of Medicine.
Sullivan and Fins were the confer
ence's headliners, and in their opening
and closing addresses, respectively, each
emphasized the need for an educated
public in dealing with health care issues.
"Health is too important to leave it
only to health professionals," Sullivan
said in his talk on "Diversity and Health
Care Delivery Outcomes." "If we want

Louis Sullivan, former Secretary of Health and Human Services,
delivered the conference's opening address.

to advance we need an informed citizenry
that has an important role to play in
decision making."
Sullivan also pointed out that,
although great strides have been made
in recent years, the United States still
needs to find ways to encourage more
minorities to enter health care fields.
Currently, he said, minorities make up
less than 1 0 percent of nurses, physicians
and dentists.
Such low numbers can affect both the
nature and the quality of care: "Minority
providers are more likely to serve minority
and low income areas, where we need
providers the most."
To help boost the numbers, Sullivan
suggested that we need a new "culture of
medical schools." "More minorities are
enrolled in two-year colleges than four
year institutions. We have to develop a
bridge program for these students into
med school while also encouraging people
to pursue second careers in medicine
later in life."
Fins, whose topic was "Affirming
the Right to Care and Preserving the
Right to Die: Reflections on Schiavo,"
said that the Schiavo case demonstrated

the "importance of secondary and higher
education to establishing scientific
literacy in this country. Democracy
needs education," he said - and not
the type that you get from the Internet,
which, he noted, is where many people
acquired their "knowledge" of the
Schiavo case.
He decried the prevalence of "long
distance diagnoses" in the Schiavo case,
referring to so-called experts who issued
opinions without having examined the
patient. And he indicated his belief that
Congress overstepped its bounds and the
rule of law by intervening in the case and
voting to allow a federal court to examine
whether Schiavo's constitutional rights
had been violated.
Fins devoted much of his talk to
a clinical explanation of the differences
between states of consciousness and the difficulty doctors often have
in distinguishing between vegetative
and minimally conscious states. He
concluded by reiterating that to make
proper medical decisions, we need an
informed citizenry that fully understands
the potential choices and outcomes when
acting on behalf of the critically ill.

Mock Trial championship: Furman acquits itself well
When the verdict came in at the

National Mock Trial

Championship in Des Moines, Iowa, April 8-1 0 , teams
representing Furman had finished second and fourth.
The national championship featured the top 64 teams

Both of Furman's teams finished with 6-2 records. The
second place team won both ballots against Stanford, Sellar

nationally, out of a total of 521 programs. UCLA won this

mine and Notre Dame, and lost both bal l ots against U C LA.

year's competition, but Furman was the only school to have

The fourth place team won ballots against Kansas and

two teams finish in the top five. Furman has qualified for

M iami of Ohio, and split bal l ots with Columbia and Harvard.

the national tournament each year since 1 997, and has sent
two teams to the event since 2000.
Mock Trial is a forensic exercise that acquaints stu
dents with trial advocacy techniques. Teams consist
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of six players, with three students acting as attorneys and
three as witnesses.

Coaches for the Furman teams were JD Rowell, Teresa
Cosby, Joe Mooneyham and David Koysza '01 . Glen Halva
Neubauer, professor of political science, coordinates the
Mock Trial program.

Teagle Foundation,
Princeton Review
cite Furman

Furman is among a select group
of l iberal arts colleges and un iver
sities recently recognized by the
Teagle Foundation for having
achieved "exceptional results
with limited resources."
The findings are based on
a study of colleges by professors
Roger Kaufman of Smith College
and Geoffrey Wog lom of Amherst
College. After examining such
factors as graduation rates, P h . D .
production a n d expenditures per
student, the foundation identified
12 private l i beral arts colleges that
have made the most of their finan
cial resources.
"The question that most inter
ested me was not how much money
these colleges had but what they
were achieving with it," wrote
Teag le Foundation president
W. Robert Connor in the report.
The study was restricted to the

Spring scenes
This school year faculty, staff and
students enjoyed the photographs
of Neal Feierabend '05 through FUnet,
the university's internal Web site.

nation's top 1 05 national l i beral arts

Here's a sample of Neal's talent

colleges as ranked by U.S. News

for folks on the outside. To see

& World Report. Wofford College,

more of his work, visit www.nealf.com.

Furman's neighbor i n Spartanburg,
S . C . , was also on the list, as were
Augustana and Knox in I l l i nois,
Austin (Texas), Barnard (New York),
Benn i ngton (Vermont), J uniata
(Pennsylvania), Luther (I owa),
St. John's and St. Olaf (both
M i nnesota), and Thomas Aquinas
(California).
Furman and Wofford are also
incl uded in the latest edition of
America 's Best Value Colleges,
a Princeton Review gu idebook.
The 2006 edition features 81
public and private schools from
35 states, chosen on the basis of
outstand ing academics, generous
financial aid packages and relatively
low costs. The selections were
made based on data provided
by more than 350 institutions, plus
surveys of students at the schools.
The Princeton Review is a New
York-based education services
com pany. To learn more, visit the
Web at www. Princeton Review.com.
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Furman philanthropy
Vocabulary lesson

Clarifying what all that fund-raising lingo means
Those of us who work in fund-raising
often throw around terms l i ke "capital
g ifts" or "planned giving" as if everyone

make special efforts to increase their

knows what we're talking about.

giving. The result is a class gift to Furman

Members of Furman's Young Alumni
Council recently reminded us that such

%

3%

made by class members that are due
within 1 0 years. (See article about Bet

a brief vocabulary lesson about the uni

Fant '69 on facing page.)

Furman for seven consecutive years

to ensure that alumni and friends won't

and thus helped increase the university's

scratch their heads in confusion or

national stature. Furman ranks among

uncertainty when words such as "endow

the top 1 0 larger colleges and universi

ment" or "restricted g ifts" are mentioned.

ties in the nation in the percentage of

• Endowment: The university's

tions. We hope this helps clarify the dif

financial foundation, or "savings account."

ferent types of contributions that can be

It includes a pool of g ifts perpetually

made to Furman, as well as how they are

i nvested without the principal being

• Unrestricted gift: A donation
from an alumn us/alumna, parent, student

to Furman were used during the 2003-04
school year. Furman received slightly
more than $2 million in unrestricted gifts
in 2003-04 and has a goal of almost $2.25
million for 2004-05. The fiscal year ends
June 30.

what percentage of the endowment
can be used to provide an income

Unrestricted gifts are a significant source

stream for campus projects and

of funding for student financial aid and

programs.

scholarships, faculty research , library

• Endowment per student: The

resources and classroom technology.

university's total endowment divided
by its number of students. This is a key

from an alumnus/alumna, parent, stu

indicator through which Furman compares

dent or friend desig nated for a specific

itself to its peer institutions and attracts

campus project, program or department.

outstanding students and faculty.

• Young Benefactor: An alum nus/
alumna who graduated within the last

• Endowment for maintenance:
A percentage of a new building's con

20 years and who makes an annual

struction costs set aside for its annual

donation of $1 ,000 or more either as

and permanent upkeep and maintenance.

an unrestricted g ift, a contribution to
the Palad i n Club for athletic scholarships,
or a combi nation of the two.

• Entry-level gift societies: Gift
societies for donors of unrestricted
gifts of $ 1 00 to $249 (Gateway Society),

• Capital gift: A special gift, beyond

$250-$499 (Bell Tower Society) or

one's unrestricted gift, to support a unique

$500-$999 (Fountain 500 Society).

project. It is typically payable over a
period of three to five years and becomes
a permanent asset of the university.

• Partners donor: One who gives

• Top gift societies: Gift societies
for donors of unrestricted gifts of $ 1 ,000
to $2,499 (Presidents Club), $2,500$4,999 (Trustees C i rcle), $5,000-$9,999

$25,000 annually for student scholar

(Founders C i rcle) and $1 0,000 and above

ships or $30,000 to an endowed scholar

(Richard Furman Society).

ship. As a Furman Partner, the donor
establishes a personal relationship with
the student(s) supported by his or her
scholarship.
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used. The endowment is overseen by
the board of trustees, which determ ines

or friend without a specific designation.

• Restricted gift: A contribution
This illustrates how unrestricted gifts

alumni who contribute.

compi ling a list of terms and their defini

used to benefit various areas.

90%

• 50-plus percent: The percentage
of alumni who have contributed to

terms and their definitions in an effort

So we've followed up on their idea,

SCHOLARSHIPS

during a reunion year plus all pledges

to Furman would probably benefit from

gested that we publish a glossary of

FACULTY
RESEARCH

that includes all contributions received

is not always the case, and that donors

versity's development efforts. They sug

TECHNOLOGY

• Reunion giving: A program
through which classes celebrating reunions

• Planned gifts: G ifts designated
to the university in one's estate plans.
- Wayne King
Director, Annual Giving

Commitment and leadership
I began my job as associate director
of annual giving at Furman on October
1 , 2004. Two days later I met Elizabeth
"Bet" Fant '69.
It quickly became apparent that Bet
was a fiercely loyal supporter of her alma
mater. As we talked, I realized that her
sense of commitment to Furman was
likely instilled in her by her late father,
George A. Fant ' 33 . The two often visited
Furman together, attending Homecoming,
athletic events and other activities.
The better I got to know Bet, the more
I realized what a big heart and passionate
personality she has. For over the past
eight years, Bet, a retired teacher, has
rescued scores of animals and housed
them at her home in nearby Belton, S.C.
People in the area quickly learned that
Bet was the person to call if they needed
to find a good home for a pet or stray.
When I visited her home this spring,
I was amazed by the care and special
attention she lavishes on her animals 30 cats, a horse and more than 70 dogs.
She treats them much like she would a
room full of students, with care, patience

Few can match Bet Fant's generous spirit, work ethic

and unconditional affection. The animals
are happy, healthy and active; Bet sees
to their medical and nutritional needs
and is even installing heated doghouses
for the winter months. Their living
environment is clean, neat and roomy.
Bet also exhibits a tireless work
ethic in her volunteer efforts for Furman.
Because 2004 was the 35th reunion year
for her class, she issued a challenge to her
classmates in memory of her father. She
pledged $ 1 0,000 to Furman if her class
could raise $69,000 by February 22,
2005, which happened to be her birthday.
In addition to her $ 1 0,000 pledge, she
would add another $ 1 00 for any member
of the class who made a donation this
year after not making one last year.
Bet made many phone calls to
encourage her classmates to participate.
And they did, in an extraordinary way.
By February 22 the Class of '69 had
raised $ 1 77, 1 9 1 and increased its giving
participation rate by almost 9 percent.
Bet Fant is a shining example of the
outstanding alumni leadership Furman is
fortunate to have. Her enthusiasm proved

Bet Fant '69 donated this bench through
the "Branches and Benches" program.
Located in front of the James B. Duke
Library, it honors her father.

contagious, and her generous spirit and
hard work inspired the Class of '69 to
new heights.
And there's one other thing that tells
you what kind of person Bet is: She even
wrote thank you notes to every classmate
that made a gift !
- Clint Hill '03

Associate Director, Annual Giving

Hollingsworth Initiative proves a boon to top gift societies
John D. Hollingsworth spent most of his life inventing ways
to make complicated processes more efficient, because he knew
the importance of operating a business with ease and precision.
Under his direction the company he founded, Hollingsworth
on Wheels, became one of the world's leading manufacturers
of metallic carding machines used to separate textile fibers.
John D. Hollingsworth was also a member of Furman's
Class of '39 who, upon his death in late 2000, left his multi
million-dollar estate to the Hollingsworth Funds, Inc., a non
profit organization. He directed that 45 percent of the annual
net income from the Hollingsworth Funds' assets be distributed
to Furman each year, with the remainder of the annual income
going to the Greenville County YMCA and to local charities.
This year, Furman and the Hollingsworth Funds' board
of directors agreed to apply a portion of the proceeds from this
bequest toward encouraging higher levels of support to the uni
versity. No doubt Mr. Hollingsworth would be delighted to know
that the Hollingsworth Initiative, as the program is called, has
produced an outstanding response from alumni and friends,
especially at the $ 1 0,000 Richard Furman Society level. With
the help of the Hollingsworth Initiative, the Richard Furman
Society has grown to more than I 00 members.
Why is it easier than ever to join a top gift society? Here's

my personal example: I was a member of the $ 1 ,000 Presidents
Club for several years, but because of family concerns and other
obligations, I had not felt comfortable about moving to another
level. Once I learned about the Hollingsworth Initiative, however,
it was clear that this was an easy way for me to move to the
$2,500 Trustees Circle level.
I made a three-year pledge of $ 1 ,250, $ 1 ,875 and $2,500.
The Hollingsworth Initiative augments the first two years of my
pledge by providing half the balance this year and a third of the
balance next year. I ' ll pay the full balance in 2006-07. By mak
ing a three-year pledge, I have time to plan my finances and can
choose the month in which I'll make my payment.
As chair of the Annual Giving Council I am elated to report
that as of this writing, six recent alumni from the Class of '02 and
one from '03 have joined the Presidents Club this year through the
Hollingsworth Initiative. For the year, a total of 1 72 donors have
joined a leading gift society. We invite you to join us !
- Rosanne Batson Patton '81

To find out more about the Hollingsworth Initiative, visit the
Furman Web at www.furman.edu/giving, e-mail Wayne King,
director of annual giving, at wayne.king @jurman.edu, or
call him at (864) 294-3474.
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High-profile performances: Four Paladins who made their marks on the playing
Aguocha a two-sport standout

Felton a strong presence

It didn't take long for Chi buzo

Jerome Felton entered his first

Aguocha, a highly recruited volley

h i g h school football game as

ball and track athlete, to make an

a defensive l i neman - a hard

i mpact in both sports at Furman.

nosed, hard-hitting defender who

I n early September, before

wore No. 54. When the final whistle

the resident of Houston, Texas, had

blew, he was wearing a different

attended her first college class, she

jersey (34) and playing a new

had been named Southern Confer

position.

ence volleyball player of the week

for logging 64 kills in four matches at an invitational hosted by
East Carolina Un iversity.
Flash forward to this spring: Competing in her first home
track meet, Aguocha (pronou nced ah-goo-cha) won the long

jump and set a meet record i n the triple jump with a leap of 37
feet, 7112 inches.
A slender 5-9, Aguocha, whose nickname is "Chewy," has

the hig hest vertical leap on the volleyball team. From a standstill

the coaches had few options, since the second-string fullback
had a broken arm. I n desperation, they turned to Felton.

Felton not only changed jerseys, he turned heads. Appar
ently fated to be a fullback, he led the team in rushing the next
four years. D u ring h i s senior year, Felton rushed for 1 , 300 yards
- and contributed 1 04 tackles from his l i nebacker position.

Felton also excelled in the classroom, where he amassed

jump she can almost touch a basketball rim.

19 hours of college credit. He chose Furman over such schools

the volleyball program," says her coach, Michelle Young. "She

the program's pro-style offense. H e also saw an opportunity

"She's probably the most athletic player to come through

is very serious on the court and expects a lot from herself."

If you had told Aguocha 1 8 months ago that she would
attend Furman, you probably would have a received a blank stare.
Recruited by Sam Houston State, the University of Missis

sippi and Stephen F. Austin, she
initially figured that she would

as D u ke and Tennessee Tec h because he was attracted to
to com pete early for a starting position, even though most

freshmen at Furman are red -shirted their first year.

"I really worked hard last summer in the weight room,"
says Felton. "I thought coming into practice that I would
be able to compete for a spot."
At 6-1 and 250 pounds,

enroll at a large state school.

Felton made an i m mediate

recru iting process, an assistant

coordi nator Tim Sorrells.

After Ole M i ss opted out of the
coach there mailed video foot
age of Aguocha to Derek
Schroeder, the assistant Furman
volleyball coach who had pre
viously coached at Ole M iss.
Aguocha agreed to visit

Furman, but after traveling to
three state schools in Texas, she
called Young to cancel. But the

Lady Palad in coach talked her
into coming anyway.
Once Aguocha arrived , the
campus worked its charms.
Suddenly Furman didn't seem so small.
"When you come here the first thing you notice is how beau
tiful it is," she says. "The student body is small , but everything
is so spread out so you don't feel you are at a small school."
Furman's strong academics and the knowledge that she
could compete in two sports also had an i m pact on her decision.
" I ' m the type of person that always l i kes to keep mov i n g , "

says Aguocha, t h e youngest o f five children whose parents
i m m igrated to the United States from Nigeria in the early 1 970s.
"I enjoy playing two sports. It keeps me busy. I l i ke the team
aspect of volleyball, and track al lows me to compete as an
individual."
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After the starting fullback
for Sequoyah High i n Madisonville, Ten n . , suffered leg cramps,

i m pression on offensive
"A lot of freshmen don't u nder
stand what it's l i ke to be in
g reat shape. They come i n
a n d try t o physically survive,"
says Sorrells. "Jerome was
in g reat shape. He was able
to come i n and learn and com
pete. And he just kept learn ing."
As Felton's stock rose, so
did h i s position on the depth
chart. By mid-season he was
the starting fullback and had
emerged as an offensive force.
Over the final five games he tallied seven touchdowns, including
late-game scores against Georgia Southern and Wofford that

helped Furman secure a Southern Conference title. He ended
the season with a club-high 10 touchdowns and shared the

team's Fresh m an of the Year honors with Andrew Thacker.

Sorrells says that, aside from kickers, only a few freshmen
have started at Furman i n recent years. Two who did were

Desmond Kitchings '00 and Louis Ivory '02. Kitchings, now
the Paladins' tight end coach, spent four years in the National
Football League, and Ivory won the 2000 Walter Payton Award

as the outstanding offensive player in NCAA Division 1-AA.
That's good com pany.

Stories by John Roberts and Vince Moore
Photos courtesy Furman sports information

fields during 2004-05
Fredrickson finds a balance

Johnson eyes league title

When J u l ia Fredrickson enrolled

Gene M u l l i n , cross cou ntry and

at Furman four years ago, she had

track coach at Furman, knows

ball and basketbal l at the varsity

which is why he is so i mpressed

the athletic skills to play both volley

a good runner when he sees one,

level. But she wanted to leave an

with Tyler Johnson '06.

adequate amount of time for the

"He's got the whole package,"

academic and social aspects of

M u llin said. "He has a lot of abil ity,

college life, so she decided to l imit

and he's comm itted to everything

herself to just one sport.
" I wanted to be a well-rounded student-athlete," says the
5-1 0 Fredrickson, who was all-district in both volleyball and

basketball at H ig h land Park High School in Dallas, Texas.

"If I had tried to play both sports, athletics would have taken

up too much of my time."

Fredrickson chose volleyball as her sport at Furman, and
she played it well enough to be named fi rst-team All-Southern

Conference last fall. As a middle blocker, she led the Lady Pala
dins in blocks (84) while finishing second in kills (365) and third
in service aces (23). She ranks fourth all-time at Furman in solo

blocks (70) and seventh in total blocks (296).

Fredrickson also became the well-rounded student she
wanted to be. She was a member of Tri-Delta sorority, the Fellow
ship of Christian Athletes and the Athletics Service Board. She

was named to the Southern Conference Academic Honor Roll
all four years and was elected
to Who 's Who Among Students
in American Universities and
Colleges.

"I fell in love with Furman

the first time I visited, and I
would have come here even if
I didn't play sports, " she says.
"But the school recruited me

for vol leyball, and that made

the decision that much easier."
What does the future hold
for Fred rickson, who graduated
this spring with a degree in

history? Law school is definitely

a possibil ity, she says, but not
before she takes some time

off to contemplate her options.
" I ' m hoping to get a job in a nonprofit organization or law
firm that does child advocacy work," she says.

The transplanted Texan also wants to stay in the Southeast

and is looking at job possibilities in Greenville, Atlanta and
Charleston. "I love this area of the country, " she says. "I think
I'm here to stay. "

As for her career at Furman, Fredrickson's only regret is that

the Lady Paladins weren't able to win a conference title during

he does.

"Tyler has all the qualities a runner needs to be successful . "
Johnson was a n All-Southern Conference performer in
both cross country and track as a sophomore, but he signifi

cantly raised the stakes in 2004-05. Last fall, he won the

Winthrop I nvitational with a 6K time of 1 7:57 and then placed
second at the Furman Invitational cross country meet with

a season-best 8K time of 25: 1 7 - some 50 seconds faster

than his best time in 2003.

He capped his season by finishing second in the 2004
conference cross country championships, where his time of
25:38.89 was just four seconds off the winn ing pace. He was

twice named the conference's runner of the week and was the
league's Cross Country Athlete of the Month for October.

"I had a good summer of training, and I felt l i ke I was

going to have a good fal l , " Johnson says. " I was really able

to im prove my times."

Johnson has been ru nning

since his freshman year at Bear
den H igh School in Knoxvi lle,
Ten n . , where he was named
"M ost Intellectual" senior and
received the Einstein Award for

excellence in the physical
sciences. He also played

soccer, but gave up the sport

his senior year to concentrate
on running.
" I knew I wanted to run in

college, and the University of

Tennessee recruited me," says
Johnson, a computing-business
major who is a regular on the

conference's Academic Honor
Roll. "But when I visited Furman, I l i ked it so much that I applied
Early Decision and didn't even apply anywhere else. I knew this
was the place for me."

Heading into his senior season, Johnson should be the odds

on favorite to win the conference cross country title, especially
if he continues to i mprove.

"My No. 1 goal will be to win the conference championsh ip,"

says Johnson, whose sport is i n season all year long and who

her four years.

runs about 75 m i les a week to stay i n shape. " I would also

I was blessed to play with a great group of girls, so I can't

although I realize that might be a bit of stretch. But that's a good

"That is one goal we didn't accomplish , " she says. "But

complain. It was a great experience . "

like to make the All-Region team and qual ify for the nationals,

goal to have, and I ' l l do my best to get there."
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A helping hand

for young alums

Reunion committees hard at work

The Young Alumni Council strives
to assist and support Furman by:
Fostering fellowship among
young alumni and encouraging
participation in Furman Club
activities.

• Counseling the university
on matters concerning young
alumni.
Welcoming new graduates
into the Alumni Association.

About the time this issue of
Furman magazine hit the mail,

offering them the chance to m ix

another 600 students received

and m i ngle in a casua l , informal

their diplomas and joined the

setting. The program is beneficial

expanding family of Furman

for the students and alumni alike.

alumni, now 26,000 strong.

The council is also a major spon

These new graduates face
the challenge of staying con

sor of the year-end senior picnic.
One of the most rewa rding

nected to alma mater while get

aspects of being involved with

ting used to new cities, new jobs

the Young Alumni Council is that

and new friends. The Young

we have the chance to h ighlight

Alumni Council can help them.
The council represents the

the work of outsta nding alumni.
The council chooses the recipient

concerns of young alumni -

of the Outstanding Young Alumni

graduates of the last 15 years -

Award, which is presented at the

to the Furman admin istration.

annual awards breakfast during

In doing so, it offers them a way

Homecoming Weekend.

to maintain ties to Furman and
have a voice in u n iversity affairs.
The council has 30 mem bers,
each of whom serves for three

The Young Alumni Council
serves many purposes, but its
most meaningful one is to help
recent alumni ma inta i n ties with

years. The group meets three

Furman. The Young Alumni

times per year, or once each

Council is the perfect starting

academic term. The fal l meeting

point for them to continue their

is typically held during Family

commitment to Furman, and it

Weekend, and the spring meeting

often serves as the gateway

usually coincides with Founders

to a lifetime of active service

Week.

to alma mater.

Council comm ittees meet
more regula rly and are responsible

Every year, we look for new
people to serve on the Young

for developing activities designed

Alumni Council. If you are inter

to maintain an open relationship

ested and have graduated from

between alumni, the adminis

Furman since 1990, follow the

tration and current students.

links from the alumni Web site

The comm ittees focus primarily

at www.alumni.furman.edu for

on four areas: young a l u m n i

an on-line application, or call

interaction, student interaction,

1-800-787-4853.

development and ma rketi ng.

- Matthew M i ller '99

While the Young Alumni
Council's most visible event is

The author, a financial represen

the Fam i ly Weekend Fun Run, the

tative with Northwestern Mutual

group organizes other programs

Financial Network in Greenville,

throughout the year. For example,

recently completed a two-year

we initiated a networking event

term as president of the Young

for alumni and Furman seniors,

Alumni Council.
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Did you graduate in a year that ends in 0 or 5? If so,
then it's time for your class reunion!
Homecoming 2005 will be October 21 -23. Regis
tration information will be sent to you in the near
future. You can also register and check up-to-date
information on the Alumni Association Web site at
www.alumni.furman.edu.
Reunion committees are already hard at work
planning a memorable weekend. If you would like
to help with your reunion or have questions about
Homecoming, e-mail Melanie Krone Armstrong '94,
associate director of the Alumni Association, at
melanie.armstrong@furman.edu, or call her at
1 -800-PURPLE3.
This year's reunion chairs:
1 950: Jessie Fowke Sims
1 955: Jimmy Senn, Bernie Waitt
1 960: Alice Dean Pugh
1 965: George Linney
1 970: Glenn Stewart, Kay Plemmons Zimmerman
1 975: Eric Kaufmann, Ginger Malone Sauls
1 980: Carol Powell Bettencourt
1 985: Kent Igleheart
1 990: David Cobb
1 995 : Ellie Corbett Hammond,
Michelle Martin Burnett
2000: Nicole Pascoe
Furman Club updates

The Alumni Association welcomes our newest
Furman Clubs!
Minneapolis/St. Paul: Paul 'OJ and Mary
Robertson McKie '00 are co-presidents. Paul is
a fourth-year medical student at Dartmouth but is
taking a year to do a cardiology research fellowship
at the Mayo Clinic. Mary is a veterinary student at
the University of Minnesota.
Indianapolis: Mark Mitchell ' 83, general manager
for Enterprise in Indianapolis, is serving as this club's
first president.
In addition, the following Furman Clubs have new
leaders: Derek '98 and Amy Maris Bruff '99 (Boston),
Adam Bert '94 (Central Florida), Whitney Goodwin
Bouknight '01 (Charlotte), Leo Fackler '03 (Chicago),
Kristie McWilliams '03 (Clemson), Jeff Hayes '00
(Central Savannah River Area), Julie Mancini
Bankston '99 and Douglas Stinson '01 (Knoxville),
Carol Asalon '04 and Paul Santos '04 (New Horizons
Club), Reid Hawkins '00 (New York City), Steve
O'Dell ' 75 (Richmond), Kristen M. Andersen '02
(St. Louis), Jennifer Davie Johnson '93 (Spartanburg).
And a special note to alumni in Wilmington,
N.C.: If you are interested in helping establish a club
in your area, contact Jenny Yates '65 at (910) 256-5681 ,
or by e-mail, yates91 @aol.com.
For more information about Furman Club events
in your area, visit www.alumni.furman.edu or contact
Jane Dungan, associate director of the Alumni
Association, by e-mail Uane.dungan@furman.edu)
or by calling 1 -800-PURPLE3.
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of Mount
Pleasant, S.C., received an
Alumni Award of Honor from
the College of Charleston. She
has retired after 53 years as
a volunteer for highway safety.
Myrtle Craver Riggs

42

of
Greenville has been appointed
to a five-year term on the South
Carolina State Ethics Commission beginning July 1 .
Johnnie McKeiver Walters

47

of St.
Matthews, S.C., has published
a collection of children's poetry,
Poemsfor Young Citizens. She
wrote the poems for her classes
during her 30-year career as
a public school teacher.
Violet Greene Westbury

53

most recently
pastor of University Baptist
Church in Conway, S.C., has
retired. He served several
churches in South Carolina
over a 55-year period.
Douglas Newton,

55

This year is reunion!
Robert Deaton, director

of the
annuity and insurance services
office with the South Carolina
Baptist Convention, has retired
after 50 years in ministry.
• Since retiring from the U.S.
Army, David Hottel has served
four churches and been a college teacher. He is in his 1 5th
year as pastor of Hillendale
Baptist Church in Woodbridge,
Va.
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Next reunion in 2006

The Junior League of
Charleston, S.C., presented
a $2,000 grant to the city's
Speech and Hearing Center
in honor of Mitch Carnell's
35 years of service to the

community. He is retired
from the center but teaches
at Webster University and
Charleston Southern University. • Donald Mauldin
retired in January as senior
adult ministry specialist with
the Tennessee Baptist Convention after 28 years.

59
Next reunion in 2009
Ward Holland of Arnold,

Md.,
retired December 3 1 after serving five churches in Maryland
for more than 42 years.
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This year is reunion!
Tom Reynolds, retired pastor

of Harrisonburg (Va.) Baptist
Church, has penned Call
Upon Me, a two-part devotiona! in which he has paired
music and prayer garnered
from his favorite Old Testament songs and thoughts.

61
Next reunion in 2006

pastor
of Trinity Baptist Church
in Cayce, S.C., completed 30
years at the church in April,
when he retired. He has
served other churches in
South Carolina and worked
with the state Baptist Convention as facilitator for the
ministries growth conference
and as chair of the executive
committee of the General
Board. He has also chaired
the Cayce Economic Development Committee.
Donald Paul Davis,
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Next reunion in 2007
Hugh Ball is the new director

of the Athens-Limestone
Chamber of Commerce in
Limestone County, Ga. He
previously worked for Intergraph Corp., from which he
retired in 1 995. • Don Bishop,
pastor of First Baptist Church

of Inman, S.C., will retire
December 3 1 . He plans to
continue as a transition consultant for churches through
the pastoral ministries office
of the South Carolina Baptist Convention. • Roger
Stevenson, founding director
of the Greenwood (S.C.)
Genetic Center, has been
inducted into the Greenwood
County Hall of Fame. He
currently serves on the Lander
College Foundation Board and
Furman's Science Advisory
Board. He received Furman's
Distinguished Alumni Award
in 1 989.
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Next reunion in 2008
Pat Johns Bell of Spartanburg,

S.C., has retired from teaching
mathematics at Whitlock Junior High School. Her husband,
James Bell '64, is a mathematician in the Operations
Research Group at Milliken
& Co. He co-authored the
recently published Prentice
Hall text Number Theory with
Applications. • Ellen Pusser

of Westmont, Ill.,
is a broker/associate with
Baird & Warner. • A musical
composition titled "Tales of
Dundee" was commissioned
to celebrate the career of Pat
Wylie of Camden, S.C. The
piece was written by Bob
Sheldon and had its premiere
March 6 by the Camden Community Concert Band. It recognizes Pat's 40-year commitment to music education and
25 years as founder/conductor
of the community band.
Carmignani

65
This year is reunion!
Carl Kohrt, vice chair

of the
Furman board of trustees,
received an honorary Doctor
of Science degree from Ohio
Dominican University at the
school's winter convocation

December 1 8 . Kohrt serves
as the president and chief
executive officer of Battelle
in Columbus, Ohio.
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Next reunion in 2006
Clyde Rector, founder

of
Century Builders, is the 2005
president of the Home Builders
Association of Greenville.

67
Next reunion in 2007
Hugh Burlington, Jr., recently

retired from Immanuel Baptist
Church in Greenville, N.C.,
where he served for 22 years.
• Larry Tate of Blue Ridge,
S.C., a former Sealed Air
Corporation executive, has
been named controller for
Greer Community Ministries.

68

Next reunion in 2008
William Frazier is a professor

of geology at Columbus (Ga.)
State University. • Lewis
James Grastie, Jr., is employed
by the U.S. Army Security
Assistance Training Management Organization at Fort
Bragg, N.C. He is a foreign
assistance specialist, and is
responsible for deploying Army
training teams to Saudi Arabia.

69

Next reunion in 2009

The South Carolina Association for the Education of
Young Children presented
the Ralph Witherspoon Award
to Beverly Bindseil Hunter of
Mauldin, a 30-year employee
of the state. The award recognizes significant contributions to the field of early
childhood education. • Robert
Posey (M.S. '70) is a staff
chemist with Mitsubishi Polyester Film LLC in Greer, S.C.
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70
771is year is reunion!

is manager
of the United States Agency
for International Development
Open Government Initiative
project in Sofia, Bulgaria.
She works with the Bulgarian
government in providing
technical advice regarding
increased transparency and
accountability in internal
controls and international
best practices in procurement
contracting to assist Bulgaria's
goal to become a member of
the European Union. •
Charlotte Smith Cook of
Moultrie, Ga., is a director of
choral music with the Colquitt
County Board of Education.
• Peter Gilliland is pastor
of Church of God's Glory
in Rocky Mount, N.C. He
recently participated in tsu
nami relief work in Sri Lanka.
Mary Jae Abbitt

• Martha Lattimore Hughes

(M.A. ' 8 1 ) is a teacher in
Pickens County, S.C. • Barron
Kennedy Ill of Tazewell, Tenn.,
is president of the Tennessee
Fire Chiefs Association.

71
Next reunion in 2006
Jill Anderson of Raleigh,

N.C., is program coordinator
for National Development
& Research Institutes.

73
Next reunion in 2008
Tom Burns of Alexandria,

Va., is employed by the Fed
eral Emergency Management
Agency. • Galer Roberts
Dobbs is co-owner of Dobbs
Photography in Decatur, Ga.

• Karen Thomas McCarthy

of Ada, Mich., has been named
area manager for Consumers
Energy, with responsibility
for community and local
government relations in Kent
and Ottawa counties.

74
Next reunion in 2009
Henry '76 and Irene Arthur
Davis live in Scotts Valley,
32

Calif. He is an independent
consultant and she is general
manager of Sun Chai, Inc.
• Kenneth Head of Greenville
represented South Carolina
as a delegate to the 2004
convention of the National
Association of Insurance and
Financial Advisors, held in
Las Vegas. He is on the
National Membership Com
mittee. • Michael McKeehen
is a registered nurse in the
Cardiac Cath Lab at Memorial
Hermann Northwest Hospital
in Houston, Texas. • Karen
Manville Miller is completing
her first year of law school
at the University of South
Carolina.

76
Next reunion in 2006
Daniel Brown of Athens,

Ga.,
is a chaplain in the Episcopal
Diocese of Atlanta. • Jerry
Cofer of Louisville, Ga., is
a counselor with the Jefferson
County Board of Education.

77

Next reunion in 2007
MARRIAGE: Cynthia
Gibson and Vernon Grant,

September 30, Rock Hill, S.C.
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Next reunion in 2008
Jeffrey Clark has become

a vice president at Queens
borough National Bank &
Trust in Savannah, Ga. •
Frank Elvington works in sales
with AAA Supply Company
in Greer, S.C. • Phillip and
Becky Campbell '88 Hare both
work in education in Aiken,
S.C. She is an elementary
school teacher and he is
manager of workforce and
business development with
Aiken Technical College.
• Ward Keeney is president
and chief financial officer
of Greenville-based Buyers'
Inspection Group, Inc., the
oldest and largest home and
building inspection service
in South Carolina. • Anne
Jackson Kramer of Etna,
Calif., is a psychologist with

Heal Therapy, Inc., providing
equine-facilitated mental
health assistance for children
and families. • Gary Levvis
of East Hartland, Conn.,
teaches at the University of
Connecticut. He specializes
in philosophy of language,
ethics and philosophy of law.
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Next reunion in 2009
Lynn Pearson Robeson,

a Ph.D.
candidate in American history
at Columbia University in
New York, was one of two
ghostwriters of Brinkley's
Beat (Knopf, 2003), the post
humous memoirs of broadcast
journalist David Brinkley. •
ADOPTION: Ricky and Jill
Evans, a daughter, Della,
born in China June 10, 2003,
adopted November 19, 2004.
Ricky is assistant principal of
Pickens (S.C.) Middle School.
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771is year is reunion!
' 8 1 and Sandra Aho
Howard live in Hapeville,

Tom

Ga., where Tom is minister
of music and financial adminis
trator for First Baptist Church.
Sandra, a published composer,
is a middle school choral
director in Clayton County
Schools. • David Merline, Jr.,
an attorney with Merline &
Meacham in Greenville, is
listed in the 2005-06 edition
of Best Lawyers in America.
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Next reunion in 2006
Jackie Braziel Gibson

of
Travelers Rest, S.C., teaches
at the Ebenezer Academy in
Travelers Rest and serves as
music director at Covenant
Baptist Church in Greenville.
• Patricia Loon Hensley (M.A.
' 86) was a finalist for the 2005
Exceptional Educator Award
given by the South Carolina
Department of Education and
the Council for Exceptional
Children. She teaches at
Mauldin High School. • Trish
Garrington Johnson of Tarpon

Springs, Fla., is studying for
a master's degree in library
and information science at the
University of South Florida.
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Debra Frey Anderson

received
a Master of Science degree
from Winthrop University's
Richard W. Riley College of
Education during the school's
December 2004 Commence
ment. • Timothy Brown of
Charleston, S.C., is dean of
humanities and social sciences
at Trident Technical College.
• Alexander Bullock has
joined the law office of Kilpat
rick Stockton LLP in Wash
ington, D.C. His focus is
environmental litigation.
He is a past member of the
Defense Research Institute's
Young Lawyers Board and
has served as executive arti
cles editor for The Environ
mental Lawyer. • Lee Caswell

has been elected to the board
of directors of Alico, Inc.,
an agribusiness company
based in central and southwest
Florida. He works for PC
Management Company Inc.,
a development and manage
ment company in Atlanta. •
Georgia Gov. Sonny Perdue
has appointed Ellen McElyea,
a juvenile court judge in Can
ton, to the Judicial Advisory
Council of the state's Board
of Juvenile Justice. • Jeffrey
Nelson, a colonel in the U.S.
Army, was recently assigned
to Combined Forces Com
mand Afghanistan. He works
in the U.S. Embassy, coordi
nating the efforts of the U.S.
military and various govern
mental and nongovernmental
organizations operating in
Afghanistan. • Steven Scott
of Durham, N.C., is an assis
tant professor in Duke Univer
sity's Department of Military
Science . • BIRTHS: David
and Jule Ann Keegan, a son,
John Thomas, May 6, 2004.
David is product marketing
manager with Lanier World
wide, Inc., in Atlanta. •

Andrew and Karen Arnold

Freedom.

Farmer, Jr., has enrolled in

prises, Inc., a company that

White, a son, Josiah Arnold,

Elizabeth Greulich Gilleland

law school at Suffolk Univer

provides digital media func

January 3, Columbia, S.C.

live in Raleigh, N.C. Kevin

sity i n Boston. He is an attor

tions for consumers. She

is a senior administrator in

ney technology specialist with

provides on-line tutorials

Wake County Public Schools

the Wilmer, Cutler, Pickering,

and E l izabeth is preschool

Hale and Dorr firm.
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Scott Bader of Matthews,
N.C., is a software consultant
with Bank of America. •

Kathleen Smith Beal teaches
English in Seoul, Korea, where
her husband, Steve, is the
defense attache at the U.S.
Embassy.

Bill Ellison of

Piedmont, S.C., has earned
a Master of Theological
Studies degree from South
eastern Baptist Theological
Seminary. • After selling
his first executive search firm,

Bart Heres is now president
of Atlanta Windward Search,

'84,

Kevin and

David

director for The Raleigh

Kelley of Willow Springs,

School. • Charles Hunter is

N.C., is a software manager

Visit the Web site, www.

special agent in charge of the

with SAS I nstitute Inc.

encouragingaudiobooks.com.

Charlotte (N.C.) Field Office

Cynthia Hinchman Lyons has

• Dianne Coleman Kuhl of

for the Internal Revenue

retired from Microsoft and

Greer, S.C., is vice president

Service Criminal Investigation

now works as sales and

of government relations with

other multimedia content.

Division. He previously served

services director of US Photo

a consulting and development

as deputy director of refund

Lab, a start-up company in

firm. She works with Green

crimes with IRS-CID.

the Charlotte, N.C., area.

ville's H istoric West End

• BIRTH: Michael and
Larcy Graham, a son, Quinn,

MARRIAGE: Pamela Jean

Association and was appointed

McNab and Scott Gravatt, July

last year by the South Carolina

October

1 2 . They live i n Fredericks

Senate to serve on the Green

Michael is a registered finan

burg, Va., and Pamela is a

ville First Steps Board. •

cial consultant with LaSalle

high school Spanish teacher.

8,

Arlington, Va.

St. Securities, LLC.

85

Steven and Catherine Fluck
Price are co-pastors of Harvest

86

United Methodist Church in
Bradenton, Fla., a church they

he is also involved with

This year is reunion!

Next reunion in 2006
Penny Pinkus Haynes of

SupplyChainBrains.com,

After serving as a missionary

Canton, Ga., is chief executive

an Internet "niche" career site.

in Germany for 10 years, Dean

officer of Encouraging Enter-

Inc. With Neal Anderson

to teach people how to create
their own audio books and

began in 1 997.

• Pamela Huch LeNeave has
joined Bank of America in
Greenville as vice president
and consumer market manager.
She was previously market
sales manager for SouthTrust
Bank. • After 15 years as
independent money managers,

Michael Mohr and his partners
sold their business to Mellon.
He now is managing director
of Mellon's Private Wealth
Management group. •
BIRTH: Deborah and Don

Powe, a daughter, Riley Elise,
February 7, Atlanta.
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Christopher Ballard was

Cover story update
The spri ng 2004 issue of Furman featured
a cover article about Chad Hale '67 and h i s
involvement with Georgia Avenue Community
M i n istries, which is working to revitalize the
Atlanta areas of Grant Park and S u m m erh i l l .
T h e article, w h i c h detailed t h e triumphs
and struggles of local residents as they tried
to rebuild their lives and comm u n ities with the
help of neig hborhood food co-ops, inc luded
mention of GACM's plans to convert an old
b u i l d i n g into a restaurant that could provide
employment opportunities and other services
to the community. A nonprofit offshoot of

scheduled to return to Fort

GAC M , called Georgia Avenue Coming

Hood, Texas, this spring after

Together, has si nce opened the restaurant.

being deployed to B aghdad
with the Army's 1 st Cavalry
Division. • Julie Cheek is
a pediatrician at a community
health center in St. Petersburg,
Fla. • Chip Frank of Cranford,
N.J., is marine operations
manager with Maher Terminals,
Inc. He recently returned
home after spending more

Furman

Called Tu m my and Sou l , the restaurant,
located on Fraser Street, is open daily from
7 a . m . to 7 p . m . , and has received a glowing
review from Creative Loafing i n Atlanta. The

Southern cooking comes with a side of

newspaper writes, "The notion that an eatery

healthy pride."

could e n l iven a neighborhood as wel l as pro

Georgia Ave nue Commu nity M i n i stries,

vide livable salaries for members of that com

which depends on donations for its survival,

m u n ity isn't just a hopeful one, it's a promise

produces a monthly newsletter describing its

put into action by Georgia Aven u e C o m i ng

outreach programs. To subscribe, or to learn

than two years in Iraq and

Together. This economic development

other areas with the U.S. Army

organization's first business is Tu mmy and

in support of Operation Iraqi

Soul, a cozy restaurant where scrumptious

more about the group's work, e-mail Chad
Hale at whale37@eart h l i n k. net or visit the
Web site, www.gacm.org.
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Gnawing problem : Campus squirrels go nuts for employees' cars
The folks in the Alumni

Office had been

trying to warn the campus for months.
At first, they couldn't figure out
what those strange, toothy markings
on their car bumpers were. All they
knew was that something was messing
with their vehicles.
Then one day, to thei r dism ay, they
caught the scoundrels in action. Squir
rels were feasting on their bum pers, in
some cases chewing right through them.
Despite setting traps, banging on
windows, sprinkling hot sauce around
their parking spaces and trying other
assorted remedies, the Cherrydale
crowd could not deter the attacks of
the bushy-tailed vandals. When they
sought help, they got little sympathy
from colleagues in the central living
and learning area of the campus. One
administrator mocked their claims by
laughing in their faces.
Eventual ly, construction on the
Younts Center, located next to Cherry
dale, apparently disrupted the squi rrels'
wooded environs and sent them looking
for greener pastures - and fresh
meat. They found it just down the
road, in a parking lot opposite James
C. Furman Hall.
As long as the squirrels had oper
ated on the outskirts of campus, the ir
mischief went unheeded. But once they

in sight - had the university's most

But on rare occasions, squirrels have

populous form of wildlife finally decided

been known to chew on car parts -

to fight back?

plastic bumpers, pipes and even tires

Call Public Safety, came the cry!

moved their activities "down the hill,"

But even all- knowing Public Safety

where most university personnel work

was flum moxed.

- and park - the authorities took

" I had never heard of squirrels

- in a n effort to keep their choppers
groomed.
With this knowledge in hand, Public
Safety offered a sim ple solution: Since

notice. Especially when people began

eating bum pers," says Bob Miller, the

squawking.

department director. And since it

of 18 inches, must stand on a curb to

would be difficult to positively identify

reach a car bumper, Miller suggested

It turned out that the squirrels

squirrels, which have an average height

seemed most interested in German

the specific perpetrator(s), the authori

that motorists sim ply park farther away

and Japanese cuisine, particularly if

ties' hands seemed tied.

from the curb. To date, this technique

it belonged to a bookish sort. The cars
of three members of the library staff -

Fortunately for the un iversity work
force, the bumper-gnawing miscreants'

seems to be working - although the
Alumni Office, still crying i n the wilder

two Toyota Cam rys and a Volkswagen

mischief appeared to be l i m ited to one

ness, would dispute it. For insurance,

Passat - were principle victims of the

parking lot. And eventually, some

squi rrel-deflecting granules were

assaults.

foraging by Bernie Stanton, manager

sprinkled in the area.

The evidence was clearly incon
trovertible. The skeptics were silenced,
and a sense of unease settled over the

of environmental health and safety,
unearthed the nut of the problem.
Like rats, mice and other similar

The other option, outside of cutting
down even more trees and eliminating
the favored squirrel ha bitats, was to

campus. Was this "Revenge of the

creatures, squirrels have four sturdy

remove the speed limit signs on campus

Squi rrels?" Or a furry version of "The

incisors that never stop growing.

and declare open season. As M iller

Birds?" After 10 years of constant

Constant n i bbling on nuts and acorns

says, "The only real enemy to squi rrels

construction at Furman - with no end

keeps the teeth a comfortable length.

around here is speeding vehicles."
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David Garter is area vice president with Comcast Spotlight's
South Central Area, which
includes Tennessee, Kentucky,
Alabama, M ississippi, Arkansas and West Virginia. He
lives in Nashville, Tenn., and
is a lieutenant colonel in the
U.S. Army Reserves. •

Donald Scott Courtney has
become senior pastor of First
Baptist Church of Blowing
Rock, N.C. • The Supreme
Court of South Carolina
Commission on Continuing
Legal Education and Specialization has appointed Jane

Harris Downey chair of the
Bankruptcy & Debtor/
Creditor Law Specialization
Advisory Board. • William

Peele is a job developer with
the Committee on Accreditation for Respiratory Care
in the Hudson, N.Y., area. •

BIRTHS: Daniel and Laurie
Cothran, triplets, Will iam
Crawford, Olivia Reagan,

Internap. • Keith Jameson

of Atlanta is pursuing a Ph.D.

Council and a Premier Member

in English at Georgia State

of the Council as one of the

Richard is a principal singer

University. His fiction has

top 50 of 450 qualifiers. He

with the New York City Opera.

appeared in Glimmer Train
Stories and Creative Loafing

is a financial adviser with

He has performed with the

Eagle Strategies Corp., and is

Santa Fe Opera, Indianapolis

and is forthcoming i n the

an eight-year qualifying mem-

Opera, Opera Memphis, Glim-

anthology Where Love is
Found: 24 Tales of Connection. • Marni Murphy Keller

ber of the Mil lion Dollar

merglass Opera, and other

Round Table, a recognized

companies. • BIRTHS:

standard of excellence i n life

Bryan and Connie Christensen,

of Clearwater, Fla., super-

insurance sales performance.

a daughter, Anna Leigh,

vises a team of counselors for

November 1 9, 2003, El Paso,

a foster care provider. • Janet

• BIRTHS: George and
Chandler Park Francis,

Texas. Bryan is an orthopae-

McCabe of St. Petersburg, Fla.,

a daughter, Sara-Kathryn,

die surgery resident. •

is national communications

November 1 5 , Raleigh, N.C.

Thomas and Michele Hill,

manager with Bank of America. She is also enrolled i n

• Jim and Lane Rockafellow
Kitchens, a daughter, Eliza,

24, Greer, S.C. • Andrew and

law school. • BIRTH:

January 6, Columbia, S.C.

Laura Murphy, a son, Jackson,

Abiodun Goke-Pariola and

October 1, Atlanta. • Timothy

Jennie Smith-Pariola, a daugh-

• A ndrew and Priscilla House
Stirn, a son, John Thomas,

ter, Segilola Juliann Smith-

June 1 2, 2004, Doylestown,

a son, Benjamin, March 1 3,

Pariola, October 20. Jennie

Pa. • Christopher and Michele

2004, Cary, N.C. Elizabeth

is associate professor of anthro-

Higerd Wilson, twins, Sarah

is self-employed as an inde-

a daughter, Anna, November

and Elizabeth Davis Peeler,

pology and director of Latin

Elizabeth and Phillip

pendent meeting and event

American and Caribbean

Christopher, April 28, 2004.

planner.

studies at Berry College

Michele is a nephrologist

in Mount Berry, Ga.

89
Next reunion in 2009
Thomas Brink of Tampa, Fla.,

with Piedmont Nephrology
i n Hickory, N.C.

90
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Next reunion in 2006
Matthew Ryan Doyle received
a Master of Education degree

This year is reunion!
Edwin Beckham of Roswell ,

from Winthrop University in

Alexander Hogan, October

was included i n Florida Trend
Magazine's 2004 list of the

Ga., is a customer support

Glittenberg is a high school
English teacher at the Ameri-

December. • Jennifer Piehl

1 2 , Spartanburg, S.C. Daniel

state's top lawyers. • Don Hite

manager with Akzo Nobel

is a project supervisor for Clary

of Los Angeles was recently

Coatings, Inc. • Jonathan

can International School of

Hood Construction Co. Laurie

featured in "First Daughter"

Kirk Fisher has joined the

Buenos Aires, Argenti na.

is a real estate appraiser. •

and was the musical director

Thomas Craig law firm i n

David and Paula Rogers

• Gathi Douglas Jones of

for "Conservatory," a TV pilot

Covington, Ga. • Andrew

Marooney, a son, Nathaniel

Cumming, Ga., is an instruc-

reading with Josh Groban.

Scott Fletcher, a major i n

tiona! support teacher at

David, April 1 6 , 2004, Broom-

H i s production companies,

the U.S. Army living i n San

South Forsyth High School.

• Jeffery O'Shields is

field, Colo. • Michael and

Don Hite Productions and

Antonio, Texas, is in the

Lyle Griffin Warshauer, a daugh-

Broadway Carolina, have

second year of an anesthesi-

a science teacher at Travelers

ter, Abigail Jean, September

developed two national tour-

ology residency. • George

Rest (S.C.) High School.

14, Atlanta. Michael is a

ing musicals, "Lullaby of

Floyd of Arden, N.C., is

• Tristenne Wessel Robin

partner in the law firm of

Broadway" and "Music of

a physical therapist at the Blue

of Huntsville, Ala., is vice

Warshauer, Thomas, Thornton

the Night." • Jeffrey Kight is

Ridge PT Center. • Jennifer

president of Wesfam Res tau-

a solution architect with

Parham Gilomen of Lake

rants, Inc. • Will Snipes,

& Rogers, PC.
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Hewlett-Packard i n Destin,

Wylie, S.C., received a Master

a seventh grade language arts

Fla. • Michael Malinovsky

of Fine Arts degree in painting

teacher at Blue Ridge (S.C.)

Next reunion in 2008
Dale Akins practices law
with Novit Scarminach &

of Atlanta owns On the Level

from Winthrop University in

High School, has earned certi-

Enterprises, a renovation and

December. She was awarded

fication by the National Board

remodeling company. • Traci

a fellowship at the McCall

for Professional Teaching

Rinker Miller of Alexandria,

Center in Charlotte, N.C., for

Standards. • Eric Walter of

Va., is a student in the Ph.D.

this summer. • Celia McKoy

Mableton, Ga., recently joined

clinical psychology program

is a lecturer at the University

Unisource Worldwide as senior

at George Washington Uni-

of Technology in the Greater

director of finance. • Kristi

versity. • George Nelson

Kingston Metropolitan Region

Vanderford Woodall of Union,

Akins on H ilton Head Island,
S.C. • Robert Jordan Bailey II
is a commercial litigation
attorney with Mark J. Bereyso
and Associates, P.C., in Chicago. He is also a member of
the Buffalo Theatre Ensemble,
a professional equity company
in residence at the College of
DuPage. • Christopher Bundy

Ridings, who is associated

of the parish of St. Andrew in

S.C., earned her doctorate i n

with New York Life Insurance

Jamaica. • Holly Harris Misirly

educational leadership from

Company's Kentucky General

of Roswell, Ga., earned her

South Carolina State Univer-

Office i n Louisville, was

M.B.A. degree in finance from

sity in December. She is prin-

named a member of the

Georgia State University and

cipal of Union High School. •

company's 2004 President's

is an accounting manager with

Mike Wyatt has received a five35
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year, $ 1 .2 mil lion grant from

Science Teacher of the Year

firm in Atlanta. He also serves

N.C.

the National Institutes of

by the Piedmont Chapter of

as the state representative for

Benjamin Merrill, October 23.
Jamie is a purchasing executive

Health to study how DNA

the South Carolina Society

Acworth/Kennesaw in the

repair pathways influence the

of Professional Engineers.

Georgia General Assembly.

cellular response to cancer

She received a $ 1 ,000 award,

with American Axle and
Manufacturing in Detroit.

chemotherapy. He teaches in

as did her school. • Jill Wood

a son, Peter, April 2, 2004,

the Col lege of Pharmacy at the

Jefferson of Smyrna, Ga.,

Lillington, N.C. Bert is an

Kowalske, April 1 5, 2004.

University of South Carolina

is assistant tax manager with

assistant professor of theatre

They live i n Hendersonville,

Cox Enterprises i n Atlanta.

at Campbell University.

in Columbia.

MARRIAGE:

Kimberly Morgan and Tim

Brian King is manager of

Richter, January 22. Kimberly

corporate finance with IBM

is a partner at Durham Neph

in Chapel Hill, N.C. • Christy

rology in Durham, N.C., and

Reed, coordinator of tech

Tim is vice president of RCOR

nology and enrichment ser

ADOPTION:

Systems.

vices with the Atlanta Speech

Ralph and Kim Davis, a son,

School, has completed her

Elijah Jameson Hansard

master's degree in education.

Davis, born December 27.
They live in Knoxville, Tenn.

BIRTHS: Greg and Abigail

Paul and Heather Bergen
Siffri are planning an August
move from New York to

Walters Blackmon, a daughter,
Margaret, December 10,

practice orthopaedic surgery

Knoxville, Tenn. • Steve and

with a focus in sports medicine

Heather Plaskett Booth, a son,

Uoint replacement). • Lisa

Eli Morris, June 1 5, 2004,

Zimmerman, a psychotherapist

David

in Washington, D.C., has been

Jacksonville, Fla.
'

86 and Kirsten White Gantt,

Greenville, where he will

named director of the D.C.

a daughter, Caroline Grace,

office of The Women's Center,

September 2, Greenville. •

a nonprofit counseling center.

Julian '93 and Mary Elizabeth

MARRIAGES: Angela

Fox Kaufman, a daughter, Julia

Halfacre and Daniel Russ

Lil iana, November 9, Chatta

Hitchcock, November 20.

nooga, Tenn. Julian recently

They live in Charleston, S.C.,

opened Fitness Together,

where she is an associate

a personal training studio.

professor of environmental

Greg and Katherine Collins

policy at the College of

Restel, a son, Joshua Scott,

Charleston and he is coastal

December 1 0, Fairfax, Va.

environmental quality special

Greg is a pilot and vice presi

ist with Seagrant Clemson

dent with Van Metre Air,

Extension.

LLC.

Hughes and Jack Griswold,

Brian Estridge and

1,

Heather Jeanne

Rebecca Ringer, a son, Carl

May

Wilson Gaines Estridge,

Concord, N . C .

October 3 1 , Colleyville, Texas.

Davis and Sarah Dill '94

2004. They live i n

BIRTHS:

Becky is a Ph.D. candidate in

Barlow, a son, Robert Davis,

musicology at the University

July 25, Birmingham, Ala.

of North Texas, where she has

Scott and Tomoko Brown,

also taught. She teaches an

a son, Bailey Kaisei, Decem

on-line music appreciation

ber 6. A postdoctoral fellow

course at Collin Community

in the Carolina Population

Col lege as well as private

Center at the University of

lessons.

Charles and Kerry

North Carolina, Scott has

Maeland Skara, a daughter,

accepted a faculty position at

Rachel, March 7, 2004, Oak

Miami University in Oxford.

Ridge, N.C.
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Charnley Wolcott DeMeritt,
a teacher at Buena Vista Ele
mentary School, was named
the 2004-05 Greenville County

36

Bert and Kelley Wallace,

Jamie Moon and

Jimmy and Meg Spann

Daniel, a son, James I I I ,
August 2 5 , Myrtle Beach, S.C.

Ed and Tracie VanHooser
Setzler, a daughter, Sarah,
March 3 1 , 2004. Ed is a con
sulting manager for MACTEC,
an environmental engineering

93
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Bryan Fox is a clinical coun
selor at Palmetto Baptist
Medical Center in Columbia,
S.C. This spring, he was
scheduled to complete his
Ph.D. in motor development
with a focus on sport psy
chology. He has a consulting
practice working with athletes

Ron Wagner and Kristy

N.C., where Ron is sports

Hendersonville
Times-News and Kristy heads

editor at the

the gifted program at Rugby
Middle School. • BIRTHS:

David and Candice Ashburn,
a daughter, Annabelle Geneva,
January 1 6 . David has been
chief resident in surgery at
Bowman Gray School of
Medicine. They are to move
to Ann Arbor, Mich., in June
for him to train in cardiac and

on performance enhancement
issues. • Erik and Allison

Bridwell Leaver live in Silver
Spring, Md., where she is
a part-time special education
teacher in Montgomery

Policy Studies. • Bryce

'78, president;
'83, president elect;
Harriet Arnold Wilburn '74, vice presi

Norton completed his master's

dent; Pamela Underwood Thomason

degree in theology at Dallas

'76, past president; Rebecca Hood
'89; Venita Tyus Billingslea
'81 ; Randolph Williams Blackwell '63;
J. Chris Brown '89; Rosalie Manly
Burnett '49 ; H. Furman Cantrell '61 ;
John R. Cassady '62; David S. Cobb
'90; Allen Cothran '01 ; Catherine
Hunter Hightower '55; Elizabeth Jean
Howard '81 ; George L. Johnson '68;
Vicki Bieksha Johnson '93; William A.
Lampley '41 ; Charles W. Linder '59;
Clare Folio Morris '83; Paul B. Nix, Jr.
'77; James G. Revels, Jr. '62; Ginger
Malone Sauls '75; David M. Schilli '85;
Catherine Rakestraw Smith '92; Mickey
A. Walker '55; Davin K. Welter '89.

County Public Schools. He
works at the Institute for

Theological Seminary and
was ordained by his home
church. After a trip abroad
and a two-month ministry in
Romania, he is now mini ster
of discipleship and small
groups at Mount Pisgah
United Methodist Church in
Alpharetta, Ga. • lhatoya

Reed is a human resources
specialist with the Peace
Corps in Washington, D.C.

Sherrie Altman Shaver of
Jackson, Tenn., teaches eighth
grade reading and science and
seventh grade reading at West
Middle School. She is pursu
ing her master's degree and
licensing in elementary
education at Union University.

MARRIAGES: Allison
Blake Brock and B arrett
William Burns, Jr., November

James H. Simkins, Jr.
Steven B . Smith

Becherer

Ex-Officio and Other Members:
David E. Shi

'73, president; Donald J.

Lineback, vice president for develop
ment; Tom Triplitt

'76, director of

Alumni Association; Jane Dungan,
associate director of Alumni Associa
tion; Melanie Krone Armstrong

'94,

associate director of Alumni Associa

6. She teaches seventh grade

tion; Matthew Miller

literature at Riverside Middle

Young Alumni Council; Elizabeth

'99, president,

School in Greer, S.C., and he

Pelletier

is a controller for ChemPro

Council; Benton Pitkanen

Inc. • Amy Heidebrecht and

Association of Furman Students; Chase

Nathan Woolwine, December

Samples

1 1 . They live in Concord,

'05, pres ident, Student Alumni
'05, president,
'05, president, Senior Class.

Rebecca is an emergency

thoracic surgery with

ville, Tenn., is a gubernatorial

speciali zation in pediatric and

appointee to the board of

born November I in Scotts

congenital heart surgery at the

directors of the Regional

dale, Ariz.

University of Michigan

Transportation Authority

Butch and Meredith Green

6. Lisa is a sales represen

(RTA), the largest rideshare

Kinerney, a son, Noah James,

tative with Eli Lilly and

coordinator in the Southeast.

December 4, 2003, South

Company. They live in

Hospital.

Bill and Kirstin

Quinn Clark, a daughter, Elise
Grace, November 29, Fayette
ville, Ga. • Geoffrey and

Kelly Jackson Davis is

and a son, Nathan Walker,

Michael and

Cady

Wilmington, N.C.

a self-employed public rela

Brent Willett Latta, a daughter,

Holloway and Greg Dugger,
February 7, 2004. They live

Paula Crumrine, a daughter,

tions and marketing consultant

Mary Bradford, September 1 2 ,

Evelyn Elizabeth, January 5,

in Columbia, S.C. She is also

Vestavia Hil ls, Ala.

2004, Charlotte, N.C.

an independent sales director

'95 and Suzanne Cioffi Malo,
a son, Graham Dalton, January

Paul

Lisa Carswell

and Tripp Presnell, November

BIRTHS:

Riding, Va.

room nurse.

Todd

in Duluth, Ga., and Cady
works as a speech and
language pathologist at Craig

and Stacey Simpson Duke,

with Mary Kay Cosmetics.

twins, Robert and Charles,

Jennifer Hvidding Lewicki has

I . Todd is employed by SYS

Elementary School.

May 3 1 , 2004, Ann Arbor,

moved to Glendale, Ariz., to

Constructors, Inc., in Green

Medders and Andy Macke,

Mich. Stacey co-pastors First

pursue work in the English

ville. • Claude and Jewel

September 1 8 . They live in

Baptist Church of Ann Arbor

as a Second Language field.

Jennifer Giesy McRoberts,
a son, Malachi, December 6,

dentist.

and Sarah Bell Danser, a

and is campus minister for the

Michael MacCaughelty is

Wendy

Norcross, Ga., and Wendy is a

BIRTHS: Edward

American Baptist Campus

youth pastor at Christ Covenant

Plainfield, Ind.

Foundation at the University

Presbyterian Church (PCA)

Allison Washam Porter,
a daughter, Anna Katheri ne,

daughter, Madison Grace,

of Michigan.

Kevin and

in Cullman, Ala.

Monique

Cl iff and

October 2, Charlotte, N.C .

Jennifer Wagner Gossett, a

Swafford Sato is a senior

November 6. They live in

Peter '96 and Leanne Kittrell

son, Ethan Hunter, March 8 ,

marketing consultant at

Murrieta, Cal if. • William

Diakov, twins, Ian and

2004, Charleston, S.C. Kevin

Quaero in Charlotte, N.C.

Jeffrey and Paige Wilbanks

Alexander, October 4,

and Jennifer are band directors,

• MARRIAGES: Jennifer
Brown and Brian Wyatt,

Spivey, a daughter, Mary

Louisville, Ky.

Clarendon, August 27, Winston

Laura Brooks Easler, a

he at Sedgefield Middle School
and she at Bishop England

December I I . They live in

High School. • Lee and Paige

Nashville, Tenn.

Huggins Meeker, a daughter,

Cook and Jennifer Welch,

Malcolm

Scott and

Salem, N.C. Paige is director

daughter, Lydia Brooke, May

of major gifts and planned

4, 2004, Spartanburg, S.C.

giving at Salem Academy and

Laura teaches French at

Amber Cherry, April 1 6 ,

December I I . They live in

2004, Columbia, S . C . • Russ

Clearwater, Fla. Malcolm

Black '96 Weston, a son,

and Mary Margaret Stearns

works for I nterlink Commu

Zachary Todd, September 9,

Stacy and Robyn
Bennett Guy, a daughter,

Shepherd, a son, Sawyer

nication Systems and Jennifer

Concord, N.C.

Eli zabeth Leigh, November

Addison, October 2 1 , Hershey,

is an occupational therapist.

Corry Moorhead White, a daugh

1 2 , Cumming, Ga.

Pa. • Greg and Sarah Dillion

Chris Henderson and Nicole

ter, Hannah Catherine, June

and Kim Talbert Jennings,

Strunk, a daughter, Sadie

Clark, September 1 8 . Chris is

30, 2004, New Haven, Conn.

Louise, February 1 9, Seattle,

in medical sales with ZOLL

Wash.

Medical Corporation and
Nicole is in pharmaceutical

94

sales with Boehringer

Next reunion in 2009
Jonathan Bartsch of Murfrees
boro, Tenn., is president and
chief executive officer of AJ
Bender, LLC.

George

Brown Ill is an attorney with
Blasi ngame, Burch, Garrard,
Bryant & Ashley, P.C., i n
Athens, G a . • Laura

Carrington and her husband,
Dave Pledger, live in Victoria,
British Columbia. She is
a social worker with the Van
couver Island Health Authority.

Alisa Carter of Fort Pierce,
Fla., is a dependency case
manager supervisor with
Family Preservation Services,
I nc. • Todd Colarusso lives
in Smyrna, Ga., and is an
attorney with George &
Wallach, L.L.P. • Jim Cotey,
a real estate attorney in Nash-

I ngelhei m . They live in
Mount Pleasant, S.C. •

Melanie Krone and Bill
Armstrong, February 1 9.
Melanie is associate director
of the Furman Alumni AssoCiatiOn.

Lisa Ludwig and

Travis Fowler, November 26.
She is a speech-language path
ologist at River Ridge Elemen
tary in Spartanburg, S.C., and
he is a self-employed contrac
tor.

Brian Alton Rudisill and

Patricia Hamilton McPherson
'96, October 16. They live in
Charlotte, N.C., where he is
employed at Wachovia and
she at the Allen Tate Company.

ADOPTION AND BIRTH:
Derek and Amy Sites '95
Roberts, a son, Caleb Reid,
born in Korea June 9, 2003,
adopted October 1 7, 2003;

College.

Chad and Jessica

Corey and

Mark

a son, Josiah Talbert, October
9, South Hamilton, Mass.

95

Mark is scheduled to receive
his doctoral degree from

This year is reunion!
Anne Yaggy Bishop works as
an editor of private documents
in Montclair, Va.

McCracken Junior High
School.

Jennifer

Kalmbach Chevalier of Jensen
Beach, Fla., has earned a Mas
ter of Arts degree in elemen
tary education through the
University of Phoen ix.

Cindy Love Childers is the new
community relations director
for Drummond Medical Group

Mark

in Ridgecrest, Calif.

Childress of Suwanee, Ga., is
an account director with Level
3 Communications.

Stanley

Kupchinsky (M.S. '97)
earned his J.D. degree from
Quinnipiac University and
is a scientist with Pfizer in
San Diego, Calif.

MARRIAGES: Rebecca
Amos and Mike Puryear,

Gordon Conwell Theological
Seminary in June. • Jim and

Arne Reid Lustig, a daughter,
Sara, February 19, 2004,
Anderson, S.C.

Paul and

Judith Everett Moody, twins,
Jackson Everett and El izabeth
Harris, August 1 2, Dandridge,
Tenn.

George and Holly

McDaniel Orr, a daughter,
Caroline Hampton, December
1 8 , Easley, S.C. • Langley
and Diane Whitehead Respess,
a daughter, Lucy Amelia,
July 17, Atlanta.

John

and Rebecca Russell, twins,
Daniel Patrick and Kenneth
Scott, October 5, Mahopac,
N.Y.

Brian and Carla

Williamson Tiller, a son,
Jonathan Thomas, March
30, 2004, Cary, N.C.

October 2. They live in
Melbourne, Fla., where
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senior vice president with

Family Practice in Lancaster,

is a program specialist in the

Professional Mortgage

S.C. • Marianna Ertter

Jefferson County Public

Next reunion in 2006
Frank Anisits lives in

Company. • William and

Holloman is a Spanish teacher

Schools . • BIRTHS: Chris

Jamie Korman, a daughter,

in the Beaufort County (S.C.)

and Amber Anders Blair, a son,

Emily Elizabeth, May 1 3,

school system. • David Lynn,

Crafton Christopher, October

2004, Lexington, S.C. •

a surface warfare officer in the

24, Greenwood, S.C. •

James '98 and Susan Falzone

U.S. Navy, returned from six

Weston '00 and Cheryl Mason
Cheatham, a son, Bennett

Wiesbaden, Germany, where
he is operations manager for
Federal-Mogul, a U.S.-based
supplier to the automotive
industry. • Sherry Crowe
of Midwest City, Okla., is
a postdoctoral fellow at Oklahoma Medical Research
Foundation. • Kenny Generette
of Myrtle Beach is staff attorney for Horry County Schools.

• Donna-Leigh Eichor Harmon
of Simpsonville, S.C., has
started a wholesale hairbow
business. • Maya Helz Herren
is owner/president of Dynamic
Research and Planning, LLC,
i n Taylors, S.C. She i s scheduled to receive a certificate
of graduate study in public
administration this year from
a joint Clemson-University
of South Carolina program.

• Emily Fletcher Kapic is an
account executive with the

Sacramento (Calif.) Business
Journal. • James Milner is
vice president and business
development manager with the
Bank of Granite in WinstonSalem, N.C. He is pursuing
an M.B.A. degree at the Wake
Forest University Babcock
Graduate School of Manage-

Kraus, a daughter, Anna

months in the Arabian Gulf

Simone, October 27, Modesto,

participating in Operation

Augustus, October 1 2 ,

Calif. • Matthew and Jennifer

Iraqi Freedom/Enduring

Columbia, S.C. Cheryl
teaches in Richland School

Elliott '00 Mathis, a son,

Freedom. He is now stationed

Andrew Elliott Mathis,

in Norfolk, Va. • Jeff Pascoe

District 2 and Weston is

December 6, Locust Grove,

has joined the Greenville firm

director of youth and leisure

Ga. • Rimes and Kathryn

of Womble Carlyle Sandridge

ministries at Lyttleton Street

McElveen, a son, Luke Alan,

United Methodist Church in

and Kathryn are pastors of

& Rice PLLC i n its business
l itigation practice group. •
Amy Spencer Pelster of Man-

Bethelview United Methodist

chester, Mo., is studying for

Elijah Joseph, January 7,

January 1 0, 2004. Rimes

Debbie Pyfrom Dill, a son,

Church in Cumming, Ga. •

a master's degree in communi-

Simpsonville, S.C. • Jason

Stefan and Amanda Owens

cation arts. • Kevin Powell is

and Kasey Allee-Foreman, a

Montgomery, a daughter,

a financial analyst with Pro-

son, William Edward, July 3 1 .

Kendall Elizabeth, November

tective Life Corporation in

They live in Bethany, Okla. •

17, Orangeburg, S.C. Stefan

Birmingham, Ala. • Douglas

James and Kara Adams

is a primary care sports medi-

Reed is an optometrist in

Gilbert, a son, Auden Pearce,

cine and family practice phy-

Anderson, S.C. • Kristi Martin

May 10, 2004, Gainesville,

sician and Amanda is pursuing

Ga. • Chad and Brandy Dwyer

a doctorate in music from

Smith of Mebane, N.C., is
a third-year fam ily practice

Louisiana State University. •

resident. • Katherine Muscari

Kay, January 20. They live in

Jonathan and Rebecca Nixon,

Tucker of Carrboro, N.C., is
a special education teacher in

Duluth, Ga., and Chad is

a daughter, Kendall, June 1 ,
2004, Atlanta. Jonathan is

the Chapel Hill-Carrboro City

Institute of Technology. •

regional manager of Tel ler-

Schools. • Having completed

Steve and Katharine Senn

mate. • Tyler and Rebecca

a general practice residency

Natiello, a daughter, Sarah

Huneycutt, a daughter, Allyson

a Ph.D. candidate at Georgia

Davis Simmons, a son, Garrett

at the University of Washing-

Grace, March 25, 2004,

Edward, November 1 2, San

ton, Ellison Paige Turner is

Shreveport, La. • Eric and

Antonio, Texas. • Alan and

a dentist in Seattle. •

Susan Penick Thompson,

Kimberly George Taylor, a

MARRIAGES: Karen Hill

a son, John William, Novem-

daughter, Emily Mae, Sep-

and Brian Martin, April 1 7,

ber 2 1 , Marietta, Ga. •

tember 9, Cary, N.C. •

2004. They live in St. Augus-

Freddie and Rebecca Green

Dave and Joanna Arthur

tine, Fla., and Karen is senior

Woodard, a daughter, Hannah

Wilkins, a daughter, Ruth

recruiter with Fidelity National

Grace, July 5. They live in

Helen, November 25, 2003,

Financial. • Douglas Irving

Garner, N.C., and Rebecca

• David Tate is a chaplain

Columbus, Ga.

and Kathryn Stoel, April 17,

is a registered nurse.

at Lakewood Camping Resort
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ment. • Kevin Steiner is
a senior account manager
for the American Chemical
Society in Taipei, Taiwan.

in Myrtle Beach, S.C. • Adam

Whaley of Marietta, Ga., is
senior manager for special

Next reunion in 2007
Christa Bailey of Alexandria,

projects with EarthLi nk. He

Va., is director of the gift

earned an M.B.A. degree from

office at the White House.

Emory University. •

• Melinda Smith Davidson

MARRIAGE: Heather Hope

is downtown development

Dameier and Curtis Lee Taylor,

manager with the City of

December 4. They live in

Greenville. • Brandy Ray

Greenville, where he is chief

Duncan of Rock H i l l , S.C.,

operating officer at Duke

has achieved National Board

Sandwich Franchising, Inc.,

for Professional Teaching

and she is audit senior manager

Standards certification. •

at Ernst & Young LLP. •

Emily Ann Ellis completed her

BIRTHS: Matt and Krista

family medicine residency at

Good, twins, Emma Therese

Spartanburg (S.C.) Regional

and Elizabeth Rowe, March 4,

Medical Center and works as

2004, Greenville. Matt is

a family physician at Barnett

38

Camden, S.C. • Robert and

2004. Douglas received his
Ph.D. from the University
of Florida and is a postdoctoral
research associate in the
Col lege of Engineering at
North Carol ina State University i n Raleigh. Kathryn is
a registered nurse. • Lindsay

MacArthur and Doug Porter,
October 3 1 . Lindsay owns
Speckled Cat Studios and
is a potter in Winterville, Ga.
Doug is a computer programmer and head coach for the
University of Georgia Rugby
Football Club. • Kimberly

Tongberg and Mike Dwyer,
October 30. They live in
Louisville, Ky. Kimberly

98
Next reunion in 2008
In February Peyton Burke
joined Erwin-Penland advertising agency in Greenville
as an account supervi sor. •

Kenneth Fields of Greenville
is a project office analyst with
Michelin North America. •

Michael Preston Harrison of
San Diego, Calif., is pursuing
a Ph.D. in Spanish at the University of Cal ifornia-Irvine. •

Justin Harvey works for Public
Television in Nashville, Tenn.
He was nominated for a regional Em my for "Memories
of Nashvi l le," a documentary

They live in Atlanta where

he co-produced about life i n

i n g manager a n d he is a direc-

University. • Anne Elizabeth

the city during the 1 950s and

tor in the Financial Advisory

Grumann Gordon of Smyrna,

Peter is an attorney with Duane

'60s. • Michael Thomas Hix,

Services group at Pricewater-

Ga., is a private flute instructor.

Morris LLP, and Emily is

who teaches at B aptist College

houseCoopers in New York

• Christina Tolerton Harrell

a marketing specialist with

of Florida i n Tallahassee, was

City. • BIRTHS: Ryan and

is an architectural account

Trusco Capital Management.

awarded the 2004 Simonton

Miriam Talley ' 0 1 (M.A. '02)

representative with B umper2

• Elizabeth Shortridge and

Literary Prize. He has also

Brooks, a daughter, Talley

Bumper Media in Greenville.

Greg Childress, May 1, 2004.

received the American

Elizabeth, January 29. Ryan

• Alexandre MacCienahan has

They live in Charlotte, N.C.,

Musicological Society Student

earned a Master of Divinity

joined the Leatherwood

where she continues to work

Paper Award. He recently

degree from Southwestern

Walker Todd & Mann, P.C.,

for Pfizer, Inc.

performed with Opera Birming-

Baptist Theological Seminary,

law firm in Greenville as an

ham, Tupelo Symphony, South-

where he now works. They

associate in the areas of

eastern Symphony Orchestra

live in Benbrook, Texas, where

insurance and tort litigation.

00

and Florida State Opera. •

Miriam teaches first grade at

Jesseca Lynn Kepper completes

Benbrook Elementary School.

• Jamey and Beth Dotson
Messersmith live in Durham,

a one-year assignment to teach
English in Japan this summer,

• Kyle and Allison Digh '99
Bumgardner, a daughter, Ella

after which she plans to return

Grace, August 2 1 , Charlotte,

Carolina, a campaign finance

to the Atlanta area and her

N.C.

reform and voting rights advo-

position as an English as

• Joseph and Kate
Augustine Haber, a daughter,

a Second Language teacher

Hannah Readmond, January

paedic physician assistant

i n the Gwinnett County Public

2 1 , Columbia, Md. • Brent

specializing in knee and hip

Schools. • Amy Lawlor is

and Jayda Biddix Justus,

replacements at North Carolina

work ing for Josiah Venture i n

a son, John Alexander, August

Orthopaedic Clinic. • Renae

Presov, Slovakia, with a youth

20. They live in Midlothian,

Norris Staggs of Greenville

ministry called Kompas Cafe.

Va. • Robb '99 and Dana Olsen

has earned a master's degree

N.C., where she is co-executive
director of Democracy North

cacy group. Jamey is an ortho-

• John Mancini attends medi-

Lanning, a daughter, Kirsten

in education from Southern

cal school at the University

Alyssa, November 16. Dana

Wesleyan University. • Kristin

of Tennessee-Memphis. •

is a pharmacist at Lutheran

Stultz of Lexington, Ky., has

Heather Thornton McRae is

General Hospital in Mount

entered the master's program

a graduate assistant studying

Prospect, I l l . • David and

i n theatre at the University of

for a Master of Arts degree

lisa Guerra Rapp, triplets,

Kentucky. • Jeremy Whitley

in European h istory at the

E l izabeth Ann, Catherine

has joined Nelson Mullins

University of Hawaii-Manoa.

Guerra, Rami Marie, May

Riley & Scarborough i n

She teaches world history

2, 2004, Little Rock, Ark.

Columbia, S.C., practicing

discussion labs. • Margaret

intellectual property law. He

Meyer Stewart recently joined

• Ryan and Wendy Bennis
'99 Westberry, a daughter,

PricewaterhouseCoopers in

Ella Grace, April 1 0, 2004.

Carolina Bar, the American

is a member of the South

Atlanta as a consultant i n the

They live i n West Columbia,

Bar Association, the Richland

FORCe group. • Anthony

S.C., and Wendy works for

County Bar Association and

Winter of Atlanta is a research

Pecknel Music.

the South Carolina Defense

assistant at the Emory University School of Law. •

MARRIAGES: Julie
Childress and Brian Griffin,
October 9. She is a fourthyear associate in the Richmond, Va., office of the B owman and Brooke LLP law
firm. • Jennie Connor and
Clay Councill, November 26.
They live i n Marietta, Ga.

• Amy Elizabeth Henderson
and Michael Squillacote,
February 26. She is a computer graphics engineer with
Kitware, Inc., in Clifton Park,
N.Y., where they live, a n d h e
is a mechanical engineer for
Knolls Atomic Power Lab. •

Stacey Pitek and Kevin Beirne,
November 1 3 . She is a recruit-

99

Next reunion in 2009
Nikki LaCount Brandt is a cost
accountant with ScanSource,
Inc., in Greenville. • Ronnie

Chastain is the athletic trainer
for Baptist Bible Col lege and
Seminary in Clarks Summit,
Pa. • Mark Foster of Greenville has started a new business,
StandingWatch of South Caro!ina, which performs indoor
air quality sampling and mold
remediation. • Anna Gilmore
is a commercial real estate
paralegal with Sutherland
Asbill & Brennan, LLP, in
Atlanta. She is pursuing an
M . S . degree in professional
counseling at Georgia State

Trial Attorneys' Association.

• MARRIAGES: Keith
Clairmont and Alish Hostetler
'00, August 14. They live i n
Atlanta, and Alish works as
a financial analyst with
Checkfree Corporation. •

Riley Ryan Mcintosh and Lisa
Lynn Coleman, October 9.
Both work at ScanSource in
Greenville, he as strategic
sales representative and she as
product manager. • Rebecca

Muncrief and Christopher
Bryan, July 9. They live in
Rockville, Md. Christopher
is a senior accountant at
LaSalle Hotel Properties
and Rebecca works for Allied
Capital. • Emily Newton and
Peter Murphy, February 5.

171is year is reunion!

Kariss Blalock is a counselor
with Crossroads Counseling
Center in Lexington, S.C.

• Russell Chambliss, Jr.,
is employed by the Mason
Corporation in Birmingham,
Ala., and is pursuing an M.B.A.
degree at the University of
Alabama. • Keith Dangel
is an account executive with

Baseball America in Durham,
N.C. • Katherine Dunson has
joined the Greenville law firm
of Gallivan, White & Boyd,
P.A., in the area of administrative law. She previously
practiced with the 7th Circuit
Solicitor's Office. • Kaitlin

Summerville Duschene (M.S.
' 0 1 ) of Atlanta is a research
specialist with Emory University. • Meredith Fensom
was awarded a Fulbright Fe!lowship by the U.S. Department of State and the J.
Will iam Fulbright Foreign
Scholarship Board to study
in Chile for a year, through
this July. She lives in Santiago
and is conducting an analysis
of Chile's judicial reform
process through t h e Justice
Studies Center of the Americas. • Taryn Foster of Miami,
Fla., is a photography associate with Brett Tyler Photography. • Jeffrey Hayes is
the new pastor of First Baptist
Church of Blackville, S.C. •

Brink Hinson, who is pursuing
law and International M.B.A.
degrees at the University
of South Carolina, moved
to Manchester, England, i n
March for a six-month internship with Michelin. • Cory
and Virginia Farry Hughes live
in Greenville where she is
an asset manager with BBA
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Fiberweb. Cory is an

Rhodes Bostrom, a son, Colvin

associate attorney with W.

Daniel, September 1 8 . Cara

Wallace Culp I I I .

laura

86.J.. .2J2. JOOO

medical school at the Univer
sity of Tennessee in Memphis.

biomedical sciences at the
University of Kentucky. •

• Patton and Heather
Hunnicutt, a daughter, Haddley

Nicholas Pennington of New

Lautzen, October 28. They

York City is employed as

live in Kennesaw, Ga., and

86.P97-0JOO

housekeeping manager with

Patton teaches in the DeKalb

PHOENIX INN

The Pierre New York, a Four

County Schools. • Ashley

Seasons Hotel. • Meg Ramey,

'01 and Jennifer Bales Stowe,
a daughter, Anna Christine,

ment at Baylor University in

November 9. Ashley is a re

Waco, Texas, was scheduled

search scientist with Pacific

to receive a Master of Divinity

Northwest National Labora

sso

864.2)2.4747

Elizabeth Johnson is enrolled

associate director of recruit

S70

HILTON GRH.NVILLE

in the Ph.D. program in

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS

*

DOWNTOWN
S79

864.67lU�ooo

HYKn REGENCY
S99

86.J..2J.S.I2J4

MARRIOTT GREENVILLE

864.23J.4651

S89

S69-S79

WESTIN POINSETT
864.421 .9700

*((lmplimcnrnry
breakfast inrludcd

$112

Holll e c ollli n g
October

2 1 -2 3

degree in May from Baylor's

tory in Richland, Wash. •

Truett Semi nary. • Andrea

Ben and Lynn Turnage,

Tallent lives in New York City

a daughter, Ashlyn, February

ALUMNI GOLF

REUNION DROP-INS

and has been promoted to

5, 2004, Tampa, Fla. Ben is

ALUMNI ART SHOW

PEP RALLY

a project engineer with King

CARNIVAL ON THE MALL

FIREWORKS

account manager with
magazine.

JANE

Graham Wright

is a freelance musician in the
Boston area in addition to
being director of scientific
programs at Cambridge Health
tech Institute. He made his
debut with the Boston Lyric
Opera on March 30. •

MARRIAGES: Henry
Braithwaite and Ashley
Kamphaus, December 3 1 .
They live i n Raleigh, N.C.,
and Ashley is scheduled to
complete her law degree at
Campbell University this year.

Matthew Robert Burns and
Whitney Joy Hodges '02,
November 1 3 . Matthew is
director of student services
for the South Carolina Gover
nor's School for the Arts and
Humanities in Greenville, and
Whitney is pursuing a M aster
of Divinity degree from Wake
Forest University. • Wendy

Copelan and David McDowell,
August 7. They live in Chatta
nooga, Tenn., and David is an
attorney with Gearhiser, Peters,
Lockaby, Cavett, and Elliott.

• Matthew Moore and Tracy
Williams '01 , July 3, Dalton,
Ga. Tracy is a kindergarten
teacher in the Dalton Public
Schools. • Elizabeth Patz and

Josh Skala, August 7. They
live in Marietta, Ga. • Sara

Elizabeth Teel and Rick
Gordon, October 23. They
live in Vero Beach, Fla. •

BIRTHS: Jake and Cara
40

and Jake are both completing

AMERISUITES*

Engineering.

FRIDAY OCTOBER 2 1

SATURDAY OcTOBER 22

01

ALUMNI BREAKFAST
DEPARTMENT DROP-INS

PARADE

Next reunion in 2006
Michelle Abraham of Thibo

FOOTBALL VS ELON

REUNION BANQUETS

DOWNTOWN BLOCK PARTY

daux, La., is a campus min istry

SuNDAY OcTOBER

assistant at Nicholls State Uni
versity. She holds master's

LUNCH ON THE LAWN

23

WORSHIP SERVICE

GD I F U RM A N

degrees in Christian education
and ministry-based evangelism
from Southwestern Baptist

Visit on-line at: www.alumni.furman.edu
e-mail: alumni@furman.edu 1 .800.787.7533

Theological Semi nary. •

Janet Kennedy Dawson has
joined the Richmond, Va.,
firm of McGuire Woods LLP,
where she focuses her legal
practice on finance and
securities, mergers, acquisi
tions and joint ventures. •

Mary Margaret Flannagan is
a campus min istry associate
in the Presbytery of Greater
Atlanta. • Angie Fowler is
pursuing a doctoral degree
in physical therapy at the
University of South Carolina.

• Shellie Hammock graduated

cum laude from the Walter
F. George School of Law at
Mercer University and is an
associate with Morris, Man
ning & Martin, LLP, in Atlanta.

• Katie Heard is studying in
the Master of Divinity program
at Columbia Theological Semi
nary in Decatur, Ga. She is
a youth ministry intern at
Alpharetta Presbyterian
Church. • Erin Kelley of
Bloomington, Ind., teaches
private voice lessons and is

an administrative assistant to

representative with Johnson &

the chief executive officer of

Johnson, is scheduled to

the Girl Scouts of Tulip Trace

receive his M .B.A. degree

Council. She earned a master's

from Xavier University in

degree in vocal performance

June. • Rebecca Russell is an

from Indiana University and

analyst with Raymond James

participated in the Opera

investment bankers in St.

Theatre of St. Louis Young

Petersburg, Fla. • Alice

Artist program. • Amber

Morrison Shanlever of Buies

lewis Kiffney of Warrenton,

Creek, N.C., is an attorney

Va., owns Amber Kiffney
Ceramics and teaches classes

with Daughtry, Woodard,
Lawrence & Starling. •

at a local community center.

laura Simms lives in Irvine,

• Mary Traylor larus of

Calif., and is pursuing a

Smyrna, Ga., is an associ ate

Master of Fine Arts degree

agent with Peachtree Planning.

in acting at the University

• Kelly Rae Matthews received

of California-Irvine. • Ryan

a Master of Arts degree in

Smith of Greenville is a part

teaching from Winthrop Uni

time staff accompanist in the

versity's Richard W. Riley

music department at Furman.

College of Education during

He has recorded two CDs,

the school's December com
mencement. • Bradley Phillips
of Amelia, Ohio, a sales

"0 Worship the King" and
"Christmas Album," with Jill
Underwood Roberts. He has

also started Song and Scroll,

Lockwood and Matt Sewell,

Scott Merriam has been pro

a ministry that works to

July 17. Amy earned a master's

moted to banking officer by

in northern Iraq with the

promote musical excellence

degree in social science edu

Carol ina First Bank in Green-

278th Armored Cavalry

within a sound theological

cation and teaches ninth grade

ville.

social studies at Salem High

ated from the University of

Tominack and Eugene Jay
Sibal '03, October 9, Wheeling,

framework.

Ashley Summer

Rebecca Neal gradu-

with the U.S. Army, serving

Regiment.

Anne Marie

has joined the Greenvi l le

School in Conyers, Ga.

South Carolina in December

office of Nelson Mullins Riley

Todd Moran and Jaime Foun

with a master's degree in mass

W.Va. He is an officer in the

& Scarborough law firm.
Steve Wall of Charlotte,

tain, June 26. They live i n

communications. She com

U. S . Army stationed at Fort

Nashville, Tenn., where Todd

pleted a semester-long intern

Bragg, N.C., and she is in her

N.C., is strength and condi

is an educator at Montgomery

ship with NBC Universal in

second year of law school

tioning coach and inside line

Bell Academy.

New York City, working in

at Campbell University.

the community relations and

Jessica Woodson and Drew

backers coach for Lenoir
Rhyne College in Hickory,
N.C. He was scheduled to
receive an M . B . A . degree
from Lenoir-Rhyne in May.

MARRIAGES: Meredith
Allen and Joshua Chastain
'03, September 4. He is a pilot
in the U.S. Army and has been
assigned to Fort Wainwright
in Fairbanks, Alaska. • Taryn

Beard and Madison James
Barnett '03, July 10. They
live i n Grayson, Ga. She
works in major accounts at
the

Gwinnett Daily Post and

he is a law student at Georgia
State University. • Allan

Burns, Jr., and Carrie Smith,
October 2 . They live in Rich
mond, Va. Carrie is a market
ing manager for Hilb Rogal

& Hobbs and Allan recently
graduated from the University
of Richmond School of Law.

• Kevin Crean and Amanda
Gayle Ballard '02, May 17,
2004. Amanda is configura
tion management analyst with
Scientific Research Corpora
tion. They live in Mount
Pleasant, S.C. • Julie Delorme

Dunson and Trey Meredith '02,
July 31. They live in Richmond,
Va., where he is a student at
Union Theological Seminary
and Presbyterian School of
Christian Education and she
is a pastor at Rivermont Pres
byterian Church. She earned
a Master of Divinity degree
from Princeton Theological
Seminary. • Charles Edwin

Lloyd IV and Susan Ruth
McKale, October 9. They
live in Greenwood, S.C.,
where he is project manager
at Lloyd Roofing Co. She is
assistant to the director of
alumni affairs at Erskine
College.

Amy Elizabeth

02
Next reunion in 2007
Jessica Anderson of Ada,
Ohio, is a second-year law
student at Ohio Northern
University. • Alison Beal

Barbor of Winooski, Vt.,
is program controls specialist
with General Dynamics,
a defense company. • Melissa

Barnes has been named
assistant women's soccer coach
at Furman. She previously
coached at Spartanburg (S.C.)
Day School and at the Univer
sity of South Dakota. • Colby

Butzon is studying school
psychology and is a graduate
assistant at the University of
Georgia. • Lawson Clary
received his Master of Divinity
degree from Southeastern
B aptist Theological Seminary
i n December and is pursuing
a Master of Arts degree in
history at Clemson University.

• Cody Groeber attends law
school at the University of
Notre Dame in South Bend,
Ind. • Laura Spieth Hunt is
pursuing a Ph.D. i n Spanish
American literature at the
University of Kentucky. •

Joey Johnsen attends law
school at Drake University
and is a law clerk for Carney
Appleby Nielsen & Skinner i n
D e s Moines, Iowa. • Maria

Kiehling is a junior closer with
Buist, Byars, Pearce & Taylor,
LLC, a property law firm i n
Charleston, S . C . She is pur
suing a master's degree i n
public administration a t the
College of Charleston. •

Daiva Liktorius, a graphic
artist with B umper2Bumper
Media in Greenville, has been
promoted to art director. •

public affairs department on

Champagne, March 27, 2004.

the public service campaign,

They live in Fresno, Calif.

"The More You Know." •

• BIRTH: Rusty and Camille

Sarah Scope!, a law student

Putnam, a son, Cooper Mark,

at Northwestern University i n

February 1 5, 2004. They live

Evanston, I l l . , is working for

in Kings Mountain, N.C., and

Sidley Austin Brown & Wool,

Rusty is an agent with Nation

LLP, and Hunton & Williams,

wide Insurance.

LLP, i n Washington, D.C., this
summer. • Crystal Streuber
of Alexandria, Va., is a com
munications assistant with
The Hauser Group, a public
relations firm that works
primarily with nonprofit
clients. • Rodney Webb is
a law student at the University
of South Carolina in Columbia.

• MARRIAGES: Preston
Broadhead and Debra
Elizabeth Burry, December 1 8 .
They live i n Lansing, Mich.
He works with Dan Henry
Distributing. She was sched
uled to complete a master's
degree in rehabilitation coun
seling in May.

Lyndsey

Coker and Stephen Sloan,
May 1 5 , 2004. Lyndsey is
leadership giving manager
with United Way of Greenville
County. • Mary Beth Constant
and Sean Mize, January 3,
2004. They live in Columbia,
Mo., where Sean is a graduate
student at the University of
Missouri School of Journalism.

• Benjamin Adam Howell and
Stacey Cantey King, December
1 8 . They live in Winston
Salem, N.C., where she is
completing law school at
Wake Forest University and
he is a Web developer at the

Winston-Salem Journal.
• Sarah Levy ' 0 1 and Jon Fee,
June 26, Toledo, Ohio. • Ryan
Presnell and Sarah Millsaps,
May 22, 2004. Ryan is an
assistant intelligence officer

03
Next reunion in 2008
Andrew Everett Bentley and
Derek Bush are i n graduate
school at Duke University in
Durham, N.C. Derek is work
ing as a research assistant
while pursuing a Ph.D. in
chemistry and A ndrew is
enrolled in the school's Master
of Divinity program.

Jonathan Brown, who earned
a master's degree in environ
mental science from the Uni
versity of Texas-San Antonio,
is an adjunct faculty member
at the school. • Danny Causey
began duties in January as
minister of worship and music
at Middleton Road Baptist
Church i n Anderson, S.C.

• Andrew Evans is an RC- 1 2
pilot assigned to the U.S.
Army's 1 st Military Intelli
gence Battalion i n Wiesbaden,
Germany. • Lloyd Vincent

Flores, Jr. (M.S. '04) has
entered the Ph.D. program
in chemistry at the University
of Pennsylvania. • Kenneth

Hamner is a managing editorial
assistant at Simon and Schuster
in New York City. • Noah

Huffman of Louisville, Ky. , is
a graduate student in history
at the University of Louisville
and a special collections assist
ant with the Filson Historical
Society. • Nat Shane has been
hired as a graphic artist with
Bumper2Bumper Media in
41
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Greenville. • Ashleigh Ward of

music . • MARRIAGES:

Asia and South America. He

Mildred League Smith '30,

Alexandria, Va., is a teacher in

Dixon MacRae Allen Ill and

was elected a member of Great

January 24, 2004, Greenville.

the Washington (D.C.) Public

Nancy Branning, October 30.

Britain's Royal Soc iety of

She was a teacher in the

Schools. Last year she won

They live in New York City,

Arts and also received a cita

Greenville County school

the First Class Teacher Award

and Dixon works as an invest

tion from the Department of

system for 39 years and

for the District of Columbia

ment associate with Smith

Defense for outstanding

a longtime church pianist.

public elementary schools.

Barney. • Robert Campbell,

civilian contributions during

• Brian Wright, an officer in

Jr., and Jennifer Fox, August

the Vietnam War.

the U.S. Army, was deployed

7. They live in Carrboro, N.C.,

to Iraq in January. He com

and both attend graduate

mands a platoon at a camp

school at the University of

outside of Samera. •

North Carol ina. • Janna

MARRIAGES: laura

Deloach and William

Allen and Will iam Mundy,

Pennington Ill, December 1 8 .

November 20. They live in

Janna is an area housing

Athens, Ga. • Christopher

coordinator at Furman. •

Hays Babcock and Kacy

Calli Johnson and Key Vaquera,

Herring '04, October 24.

July 10. They live in Irving,

Christopher is a project

Texas. • Matthew Christopher

manager with Cornerstone

McDermott and Allison

Communities in Clearwater,

Mitchell Pettett, October 30.

Fla. • Shelley Hasty and Josh

They live in Kansas City, Kan.

Woodruff, September 1 8 .

• Laura Miller and Ted Young
Willard Ill, July 3 1 . They live

They live i n Oxford, England.

taught at several schools in
northwestern South Carolina

S.C. She founded the Tyger

and retired from West End

Springs Art School, where she

E lementary. She served as

taught for more than 20 years,

principal of White Oak

and exhibited her work at

School.

many juried shows throughout
the Carolinas. Her last exhibit
was at the Artists Guild
Gallery in the Spartanburg
Arts Center on the occasion
of her 94th birthday. She was
a charter member of the Spar
tanburg Artist Guild, a mem
ber of the National League of
American Pen Women, a past

is a graduate student in account

Winston-Salem, N.C., where

ing at the University of Texas

Merritt is a secondary Spanish

and Ted is in process engineer

teacher at Calvary Baptist Day

ing with Renew Data. •

School.

Kathryn Bowen Mullins (M.A.)

04

and Stuart Rodgers Rowan,

Johnson Putney '30, Decem

November 27. She is employed

ber 17, Charleston, S.C. He

at Wade Hampton High School

was a U.S. Army veteran of

Next reunion in 2009
Eric Carter has been hired by
ScanSource in Greenville as
sales engi neer. • Glen Stewart

Davis, Jr., is enrolled in the
University of Louisville ( Ky.)
School of Dentistry. • Kerry

Ellett has joined the staff of

president of the Piedmont Area
Girl Scouts, and a member of
the Cowpens Chapter of the
Daughters of the American
Revolution.

Marjorie Lois Sanders
Callaham '33, January 1 1 ,
Greenville. She worked for
40 years as a buyer for several
department and clothing stores
in Greenville.

Morgan Abraham Kizer, Jr.
'33, February 9, Charlotte,
N.C. His m i nistry spanned
more than 60 years and in
cluded service to churches
in the two Carolinas.

Gordon Adgar Gaston '34,
February 7, Greenville. He
was retired from Sullivan
Hardware.

in Greenville and he is the

World War II and received the

Edgar Manly Norris '34,

owner of Rowan Company

Meritorious Service Award.

February 1 2, Greenvi l le.

Furniture.

He completed a residency

A businessman, entrepreneur

at Manhattan Eye, Ear and

and philanthropist, he founded

Throat Hospital and was

and served as chair of the

DEATHS

a diplomate of the American

Robert Severance '28, January

Board of Otolaryngology.

brokerage firm Edgar M .
Norris & Co., now Scott

LinningSmoak in Greenvi l le

1 1 , Chapel Hill, N.C. He was

He taught at Philadelphia

& Stringfel low. He was an

as account manager. • Kevin

a U.S. Army Air Corps veteran

hospitals before joining the

executive with a number of

Richard Majeska is pursuing

of World War I I and served in

Medical University of South

other companies, including

a law degree at Mercer Uni

the U.S. Air Force during the

Carol ina faculty as a professor

Franklin National Life

versity in Macon, Ga. •

Korean War. He retired as

of otolaryngology. He was

Insurance, R.S. Dickson

Kristie Nicole McWilliams is

a colonel. He began his

a founding member of the

Securities, Palmetto State Life

a graduate student at Clemson
University. She is studying

library career at North

American Society for Head

Insurance Co., Commodity

Carolina State University, was

and Neck Surgery and served

Warehouse Corp., Securities

later appointed library director

as president of the American

Dealers of the Carolinas, Her

at Stetson Un iversity and in

Broncho-Esophagological

Majesty Industries and RSI

1 940 became director and

Association, the American

Holdings Corp. He chaired

for a master's degree in

dean of libraries at Baylor

Laryngological Association

the Greenville County U.S.

exercise physiology at the

University. He later worked

and the South Carolina

Savings Bond program, the

therapeutic recreation, focus
ing on childhood obesity.

• Jonathan Moore is studying

in the U.S. Army Library of

Otolarynological Society.

South Carolina Municipal

Medicine and retired in 1 973

He was elected an Honorary

Council and the Southern

Nodine is pursuing a master's

as director of the Air Un iver

Fellow of the American

Group of I nvestment Bankers

degree in music at Florida

sity Library. He was president

Society for Head and Neck

of the Association of Col lege

Surgery and was a recipient

Col lege of St. Scholastica in
Duluth, Minn. • Sara Kathryn

State University. • Mary

Virginia Norris attends Southern
Methodist University in
Dallas, Texas, studying for
a master's degree in sacred
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Hazel Todd Arnold Bobo '29,
December 13, Spartanburg,

• Brett Shumate and Merritt
Squiers, July 24. They live in

in Austin, Texas, where Laura

Lillie McCarter Roe '32,
February 7, Greenville. She

Assoc iation of America. He
was also president and director

and Research Libraries,

of the Newcomb Award. He

for Norris Cotton Mills and

founded the Federal Librarians

wrote more than 100 articles

vice president and director

Round Table and was a con

and several book chapters.

of Norris Manufacturing. He

sultant to libraries i n Europe,

served as director of both the

Greenville Chamber of Com

versity and the University

merce and the Greenville

of South Carol ina.

YMCA and was on the Board
of Visitors for Christ Church
Episcopal School. He was
a U.S. Navy veteran of World
War I I .

lura McKittrick Lemmond '36,
February l, Waycross, Ga.
She taught school in Florida
and in Glynn County, Ga., for
29 years. She was a Girl
Scout and Cub Scout leader
and was active in the Georgia
Educators Association and the
Retired Georgia Educators
Association. She was a Silver
Sister of Alpha Delta Kappa
Honorary International
Teachers Sorority.

a minister of churches i n
North a n d South Carolina for

Vivian May Tindal Sanders '40,
December 1 6, Aiken, S.C.

45 years and also served in the
U.S. Marine Corps.

She was a retired elementary

James Hardy Craig, Sr. '43,

school teacher in Charleston

February 14, Greenville. He

County (S.C.).

was retired from Fluor Daniel.

Farrell Edward Runyan '41 ,

Barney Lynn Freeman, Jr. '43,

January 26, Travelers Rest,

November 29, Kiawah Island,

S.C. He and his wife,

S.C. He was an Army veteran

Elizabeth, served as Southern

of World War I I . After the

Baptist missionaries in Africa

war he completed medical

for 40 years. He began his

school and eventually opened

work in northern Nigeria at

a private practice in ortho

the Kawo Pastors School,

paedic surgery in Charleston,

which later became the Baptist

S.C. He was on the teaching

Theological Seminary for

staff of the Medical University

Northern Nigeria. The Runyans

of South Carolina Department

also served in Senegal for 1 0

of Orthopaedics. He served

years before relocating t o the

on the board of counselors of

Carol league Surles ' 37,

Ivory Coast, where he served

the American Academy of

November 30, Simpsonville,

as consultant for evangelism

Orthopaedic Surgeons and

S.C. She taught school in

and church growth for Africa.

was a former president of the

Greenville County for 35

Doris Tindal Cahill '42,

years.

December 1 6, Charlotte, N.C.

South Carolina Orthopaedic
Society.

Sara Balentine Singletary '43,

Elizabeth Hudson King '38,

She was assistant dean of

December l, Bristol, Tenn.

women at Furman before

December 17, Columbia, S.C.

She was a member of the Blue

becoming the first female

She was a receptionist for

Stocking Club and the Junior

adjuster employed with

WIS-TV in Columbia for 20

League.

Liberty Mutual Insurance

years until retiring in 1 985.

Edward Charles Cushman, Jr.
'39, February 1 6, Aiken, S.C.
He was serving in the South
west Pacific Theater in 1 942

founded the volunteer program
at Presbyterian Hospital in
Charlotte.

absentia from the

Lineberger '42, February 20,

University of South Carolina

Greenvi l le. She was an avid

Law School. That same year

wingshooter and was active in

he transferred from the U. S .

community and civic affairs.

Marine Corps Reserve into
the regular Marines with an
officer commission. He was
a veteran of the invasions of
Guadalcanal and lwo Jima and
was awarded the Bronze Star
for service in Iwo Jima. He
returned to Aiken after the
war and launched a law prac
tice. He eventually represented
Aiken for 1 2 years in the South
Carolina House of Representa
tives and for another six years
in the state Senate. During
the 1 970s he served as the first
Public Defender for Aiken
County. He was a past
president of the Aiken County
Historical Society and an

ex

officio member of the boards
of trustees at Winthrop Uni-

John 0. Henry Allen '43, March
4, Nebo, N.C. A graduate of
Bowman-Gray School of
Medicine, he practiced
medicine in Marion, N.C.,
for more than 30 years. He
was an Army veteran of
World War I I and recipient
of a Bronze Star and Purple
Heart.

Ernest Arnold, Sr. '43,
November 29, Boiling Springs,
N.C. He served as a fellow in
the Old Testament Depart
ment at New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary. He
wrote poetry and was the
author of the book

Gilmer Weatherly, Jr. '43, April
17, 2004.

Jacquelyn West Kerr '44,

Frances McCall Gallivan

when he was awarded his
diploma in

in the state of Georgia. She

Truth,

Tried and Tested. He was

November 1 5, Nashville, Tenn.

Fred Ayers '45, January 25,
Clinton, S.C. He was pastor
of several Baptist churches
in South Carolina and retired
from Sand H i l l Heights
Church in Elgin, S.C. He
served on the General Board
and Nominating Committee
of the South Carolina B aptist
Convention, chaired evan
gelism in two associations and
served as chaplain of the First
Brigade of the South Carol ina
State Guard.

Harold Wallace Dean '45,
December 5, Walterboro, S.C.
He was an Army veteran of
World War I I and the Korean
War and later served as mayor
of Walterboro for 10 years.

become Dean Building Supply.
He served on Walterboro City
Council, was a former president
of the Municipal Association
of South Carolina and the
Walterboro Jaycees, was a
member of the Chamber of
Commerce Board of Directors
and was a trustee of Col leton
County Memorial Library.

Furman Massingale, Jr. '46,
January 28, Fayettevi l le, N.C.
He was a retired regional
manager with CSX Railroad.

In 1 989 he retired as the senior

Mary lowry Curry '48, January

vice president with Citizens

5, Greenwood, S.C.

& Southern National Bank.
He then purchased what would
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Ralph Dean Morrow '48,

Mill iken & Company as cor-

and South Carolina Bar

of Betty Jo's School of Dance

February 7, Sumter, S.C. He

porate management training

Associations and the Robert

and BJ's Clothing Store and

was a U.S. Air Force veteran

manager after 40 years of

Anderson Chapter of Sons

was also the former manager

of World War II and was

service.

of the A merican Revolution.

of the gift shop at Greenwood's

James Arnold Holston, Jr. '49,
November 1 3, Johnston, S.C.

He was instrumental in organi-

Self Regional Medical Center.

zing the Pleasantburg Lion's

She was an accredited judge

a retired program analyst for
the Federal Aviation Administration. He was a member of
the American Legion and
Veterans of Foreign Wars and
was a former board member
of the Sumter County Literacy
Association and the Sumter
Mental Health Association.

Jack Bailey '49, January 5,
St. Petersburg, Fla. For 32
years he owned Bailey
Motors in Clearwater, Fla.
He was a Navy veteran of
World War I I .

After service with the U.S.
Army in World War I I , he was
a pastor for 54 years in the two
Carol inas and Kentucky.

Sidney Lanier Jay '49,
February 17, Greenville.
He served in the U.S. Army
Signal Corps during World
War II. He graduated from
the University of South Caro!ina Law School and went on
t o practice law for 4 0 years,
retiring in 1992. He was active

Club, becoming its first presi-

for the Miss South Carolina

dent, and he served as counsel

pageant and was named Miss

to the Sub-Committee on

Greenwood in 1 946.

Elections of the U.S. House

Richard T. "Effie" Evington ' 5 1 ,

Administration in Washington.

M.A. '76, January 27, Greer,

Elbert Copeland Blackwell, Jr.

S.C. He served in the U.S.

'50, November 1 5, Charlotte,

Army and then was a teacher

N.C. He was a Naval aviator

and coach in Greenville County,

during World War I I , was

retiring after 43 years. He was

a student announcer for WSPA

a member of the South Caro-

radio in Spartanburg, S.C.,

!ina Textile Hall of Fame and

and was an amateur radio

the Furman Athletic Hall of

operator. He retired as

Fame.

a systems analyst from IBM.

Doyle Garrett '49, February 14,

in civic and community pro-

Greenville. H e served i n the

jects and was a member of

Betty Jo Payne Gregory '50,

U.S. Air Force during World

the Greenvi l le Chamber of

March 4, Greenwood, S.C.

He served in the U.S. Navy

War I I . He had retired from

Commerce, the Greenvi l le

She was the former owner

and then went to work for New

Hal Robinson Williams ' 5 1 ,
December 28, Columbia, S.C.

2001 grads Koysza, Martin land plum legal posts in nation's capital
grad uate. At Duke he was executive

David Koysza and Scott Martin, both
members of Furman's Class of 2001 ,

editor of the law review and winner

have received prestig ious appoi nt

of the Hardt Cup moot court compe

ments in Washington, D.C., for the

tition. He also received the Faculty

coming year.

Advocacy Award as the faculty's
choice for best advocate i n the

Koysza, a 2004 magna cum laude

graduating class.

grad uate of Duke U n iversity Law

Marti n , who is from Anderson,

School, has been awarded a Bristow
Fellowship by the Office of the

S.C., was a G o ldwater Scholar

Solicitor General of the U nited

at Furman, where he majored i n

States. As such, he will work d i rectly

mathematics and political science.

with the Solicitor Genera l to repre

He has spent the last year as a law

sent the federal government before

clerk for J u dge Alex Kozinski of the

the U.S. Supreme Court. Only four
Bristow Fellowships are awarded
each year.
M a rtin, a 2004 grad uate of
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N i nth Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals
Koysza, who majored i n political
science at Furman, has spent the last
year as a law clerk for Chief J udge

in Pasadena, Cal if.
Martin was a James Kent Scholar
at Columbia and senior editor of the

Columbia U n iversity Law School

William W. Wilkins of the Fourth

law review. He also received the

where he earned the John Ordronaux

Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals

Robert Noxon Tappan Prize for
constitutional law, the Thomas E.

Prize for having the hig hest academic

i n Greenville. He helped coach

average i n h i s class, begins work i n

Furman's award-winning Mock

Dewey Prize for written advocacy,

J u ly as a l a w clerk f o r Supreme Court

Tri al team, for which he earned

and the H a m i lton Fellowship, the

J u stice Anton i n Scalia.

All-American honors as an u nder-

school's top scholarship.

Charleston Post & Courier

York Life Insurance Company.

the first Lexus franchise i n

McCormick County Visitors

the

He joined Provident Life and

Alabama and eventually

Council, Rotary Club and

for more than 40 years, serv-

Accident I nsurance Company

owned seven franchises.

Economic Development Board.

ing as managing editor and

in Columbia in group sales

He was a director of the

He served on the board of

assistant executive editor, and

and later headed the group

National Automobile Dealer

visitors for Lander University

was a member of the Charles-

sales division of Palmetto

Association and served as

and Piedmont Technical Col-

ton Exchange Club.

State Life I nsurance Company

president of the Alabama

lege and was also a member

before opening the Hal R.

Automobile Dealer Asso-

of the Tourism Community

Williams Agency.

ciation. He was selected one

Association Institute, where

of the top automobile dealers

he was certified as a profes-

in the United States for 20

sional community association

Silas Garrison '52, January
1 5, Sull ivan's Island, S.C.
He taught for more than 30
years at Charleston Southern
University.

Brown Mahon, Jr. '52,
February 2 2 , Greenville.
He was director of national
accounts of Merchants Transportation in Charlotte, N.C.,
and was former vice president
of national accounts and sales
with Johnson Motor Lines in
Charlotte and Greenville. He
was a Rotarian, a past president of the Junior Chamber
of Commerce of Anderson,
S.C., a vice president of the
South Carolina Junior Chamber of Commerce and a former
chair of the United Way of
Anderson.

Allen Glenn Mcintyre '52,
February 7, Greenville. He
was a U.S. Navy veteran of
World War I I and had retired
as an accountant from Insignia

years and was recognized by

manager and was a founding

Time magazine as one of the

member of the Community

top 10 dealers in the United

Managers I nternational Asso-

States. He was on the board

ciation. He was a U. S . Army

of trustees at Samford

veteran.

University and Chi ldren's
Harbor and was active in the
Diabetes Association, Boy
Scouts of America and
Salvation Army.

moved to Atlanta in 1 965 in
the commercial finance depart-

Beaufort, S.C. She taught

ment of HotPoint. He then

in Spartanburg (S.C.) City

became an officer with The

Schools and Beaufort County

Peoples American Bank, which

schools, from which she

was later acquired by First

retired in 1 985 as director

Georgia Bank, from which

of adult education and second-

he retired as senior vice presi-

ary schools. She was a

dent and secretary to the

past president of the South

board of directors.

Carolina Administrators
Association, S.C. Principals
Association and South Caro!ina Adult Education Association. She founded and chaired
the board of the Coastal

James Marcus Taylor, M.A.

County and South Carolina

Inn, S.C. He was a teacher
35 years. He served in the
U.S. Army during World War
I I and taught English to
German prisoners. He was
also a talented artist.

Jesse Donald Stroud '53,
November 27, Lyman, S.C.

tee, served on the Beaufort
Councils on Drug and Substance Abuse, and was on the
South Carolina Task Force for
Juvenile Discipline. She was
the South Carolina Business &
Professional Women's Club
Woman of the Year and Beaufort Career Woman of the Year
in 1 969 and the La Sertoma
Club Woman of the Year in
1 978. She was named Out-

Thomas Paul Williams '54,

standing Adult Education Di-

January 1 8 , Birmingham, Ala.

rector of the Year in 1 973 and

After serving in the U.S. Army

Outstanding School Admin is-

he became sales manager for

trator of the Year in 1979.

Drennen Motor Company i n
Birmingham. He rose to
general manager, bought into
the company and by 1 978 had
started Tom Williams Automotive. In 1 989 he bought

Bank in Columbia, S.C., and

M.A. '58, February 20,

Financial Corp.

and school administrator for

tired banker, he began his
career with First National

louise Thompson Anders '56,

Speech and Hearing Commit-

'52, December 1 2, Fountain

leland Epton Pettit Ill '56,
November 1 9, Atlanta. A re-

William Blake Hallman '56,
January 1 9, McCormick, S.C.
He was the general manager
of Savannah Lakes Village
and was active in civic affairs.
He was a member of the

Hugh Hawkins '58, February
1 6, Sali sbury, N.C. Prior to
his retirement in 200 1 , he was
an independent sales representative for Indiana Glass Company and LBK Marketing
in the two Carolinas and
Virginia. He had also been
a marketing representative for
Florists Transworld Delivery
Association. He was a U. S .
Army veteran.

William Clint Belue, Sr. '59,
December 30, Taylors, S.C.
He was an administrator for
Roger Hunti ngton Nursing
Center, a U.S. Air Force veteran
and a member of the Masons
and Hejaz Shrine Temple.

Thomas Carol McMinn '59,
February 4, Anderson, S.C.
He was a retired employee
o f Woolworth and served in
the U.S. Navy during World
War I I .

Evan Zedward Bussey, Jr. '60,
December 3 1 , Johns Island,
S.C. He was a journalist with

William Edwin Key '60,
February 1 2 , Greenville. He
was co-founder and president
of Washington House, Greenville's first gourmet restaurant,

and was the owner of Wi II iam
Key Interiors until his retirement.

Gary Watson lewis ' 6 1 ,
November 8, Darlington, S.C.
He taught in a high school
before moving to Bennettsville Vocational School to
teach and later become an
admin istrator. For the past
17 years he had been assistant
director of the vocational
school in Chester, S.C. He
was a member of the Masons
and the Darlington Lion's Club.

George Ancil Martin, M.A. '6 1 ,
December 1 2, Greenville. He
was an Army Air Corps veteran
of World War II and taught
mathematics for 26 years at
Blue Ridge High School.

Bobby Joe Wilson '62,
February 3, Greenville. He
was retired from the School
District of Pickens County
(S.C.) after 30 years of teaching English and social studies
at Dacusville Junior High
School. He also worked with
Pickens County Adult Education for more than 36 years,
serving as the night coordinator.

James Gilreath Boyce '64,
January 28, Greenville. He
was former owner of Boyce
Furniture Co. in West Pelzer,
S.C., and was later associated
with Rhodes Furniture.

Thomas Holder '64, December
10, Westminster, Md. He
served in the U.S. Army during
the Korean War and was an
artist and teacher in Carroll
County, Md. H e started his
career in 1 964 as a commercia! artist for Baltimore Gas

& Electric Co. During the
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1970s he was a curator at the

into the Metro Conference

Broadway and appeared on

served 21 years. He later

Carroll County Farm Museum.

Hall of Fame.

a number of television series.

retired from the Greenvi l le

I n 1975 he became a teacher
of children and adolescents at
Springfield Hospital Center's
Muncie Center, where he re
mained until the late 1 980s.
His work ranged from abstract
paintings to portraits.

Jason Byce (Ervin Luther
Buice, Jr.) '66, February 1 3,
Atlanta. In 1 962 he began his
professional theatre career as
a member of Atlanta's Theatre
Under the Stars. He was can
tor and soloist for St. Patrick's

He taught as an adjunct

County School District after

professor of musical theatre

2 1 years. He was a member

at Kennesaw State University

of the American Legion.

and was well known for
popularizing the phrase
"Please pass the jelly" in the
Polaner All-Fruit commercials.

She was a writer and historian.
She was a member of the

Philip King '65, January 5,

Cathedral and soloist for

Timothy Maurice Crawford

Apopka, Fla. He spent most

Temple Israel in New York

'66, December 27, Gramling,

Society and the Greenvi l le

of his career in the public

City. At various times he was

S.C. He was a retired coach,

H istorical Society and was

school system in Florida, serv

a baritone soloist with the

educator and administrator

a board member of the Girl

ing the last 1 7 years as the

Opera Company of Boston,

of 30 years with Spartanburg

Scouts, Community Chest,

athletics director of Apopka

National Theatre of Yugo

County (S.C.) Schools. After

Greenville Woman's Club,

High School. He was a mem

slavia in Zagreb and Split,

retirement he taught for four

Civic Ballet, Greenville

ber of the Florida High School

the Wiesbaden Opera in West

years at the Adult Learning

Symphony Association, Guild

Athletic Association and the

Germany, and with New York's

Center. He was a member

of the Greenville Symphony,

Florida Athletic Coaches

Lyric Opera and Bel Canto

of the Spartanburg County

Red Cross and PTA Council.

Association and was inducted

Opera. He performed on

Commission of Technical

She played violin with the

Education and had served

Greenville Symphony Orches

in the U.S. Navy during the

tra for 26 years and wrote

Vietnam War.

a h istory of the orchestra. She

46 years

Jean Smith steps down from library post

Thomas Maddox '66, July 26,
Madison, Ind.

Boyd Norwood Lockaby, Jr.
'67, October 20, 2003, Dayton,
Ohio. He was a U.S. Army

When Jean Smith retired in

veteran, having served a tour

April after 46 years of working

of duty in Vietnam, as well as

in the James B. D u ke Library,

at White Sands Missile Station

she departed, according to the
best available records, as the
longest serving employee in
Furman history.
And just as she arrived

South Carolina H istorical

was a journalist and author of
a book and numerous articles,
short stories and poems.

Mary Patricia Patterson '77,
November 17, Atlanta. She
worked for BellSouth before
pursuing freelance writing and
interior design.

in New Mexico and in Key

William Benchoff, Jr. ' 80,

West, Fla. He was a certified

February 1 , Altamonte

public accountant who worked

Springs, Fla. He served in

for Deloitte-Haskins and Sells

the U.S. Air Force and was

Corp. and was associated with

a disabled veteran. He was

NCR Corp. of Dayton for 23

also a musician.

when the library was a glisten

years. He represented NCR

ing new building, she left

in more than 100 countries

behind a completely remade

and every continent as an

facil ity, freshly renovated and

auditor.

expanded. A reception was held in April to recog-

Ron Beauford '68, January 1 6,

Patricia Jones Montana ' 82,
December 11 , Greenville. She
was a member of the National
Society of Colonial Dames
X V I I Century, which she

nize Smith, who spent most of her Furman career

Marietta, Ga. He was vice

in the cataloguing and acquisitions departments.

served as state museum chair

president of Barrett Carpet

and state defense chair for five

Smith has had a firsthand view of the growth
of the campus into one of the most scenic college
settings in the nation. But her initial impression of
Furman had nothing to do with the oaks, fountains
or rough landscape of the early '60s.
When she started working at Furman, she says,

Mills.

Margaret McGarry Cantrell
'68, January 25, Greer, S.C.
She was a computer program
mer for Metlife from 1 984
until her retirement i n 200 1 ,

"I had j ust graduated from Berea High. At the time

and she was also a piano

there were no women students out here, and they

teacher.

were busing in the boys. I thought, 'Hey, there are
a lot of guys out here.' "
Now Smith will have more time to spend with
her own guy, Raymond, and to pursue her interests
in gardening and collecting teapots.

Craig Butler '68, December 1 8 ,
Owatonna, Minn.

Robert Andrew Rubidoux '69,
M.A. '72, December 3, Green
ville. He was retired from the
U.S. Army Air Force, having
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Mary Wyche Burgess, M.A.
'70, November 2 1 , Greenville.

years. She was a lifetime
member of the Daughters
of the American Revolution,
which she served as chaplain,
social chair of veterans affairs,
and co-chair of the Women's
H istory Committee. She
served on the board of the
Americanism Manual for
Citizenship, and i n 2003
was program chair for the
naturalization ceremony
for swearing in new citizens.

Bridging the gap

Stamey cultivates Mexican markets for N.C. businesses

As the d i rector of the North Carolina

Stamey, who grew up on a 500-acre

Department of Com merce's Mexico

dairy farm outside Statesville, N .C.

Office, David Stamey l ives south of the

I n addition to marketing and pro

border promoting, selling and educating

ducing milk, the family bred and sold

Mexican consumers and i nvestors about

prized dairy cattle. Stamey recalls how

anything with a hecho en Carolina Del

cattle buyers traveled from Asia, Latin

Norte label.

America and other areas of the world

For the Tar Heel state, the country's

to select and purchase the cows. The

1 0th-leading exporter, the list is a long

Stamey family hosted the international

one and incl udes furniture from High

visitors and, in doing so, learned a g reat

Point, textile goods from Greensboro,

deal about different cultures.

even Wi nston-Salem-based Krispy

A three-sport standout at West

Kreme franchises.

Iredell High Schoo l , Stamey earned

And Stamey, who earned a degree

a basketball scholarship to Furman,

in economics from Furman in 1 992,

where he started his senior year as

is a one-man marketing machine.

a shooting guard. After completing

Pressi n g the flesh with the country's

his basketball eligibility, he played one

leading businesspeople, collecting and

year as a receiver on the Paladin football

distributing cal l i ng cards, he moves in

team. He says one of the biggest h i g h 

circles to which few have access. The

l i g hts o f his college athletic career came

former Furman basketbal l player also

when he caught a pass in Kenan Memorial

does the marketing grunt work desig n i n g trade show displays and

David Stamey's success depends in large
part on his listening and networking skills.

Stadium against the U n i versity of North

furniture made in North Carolina. I n

6-3 Stamey played a year of semi

proofing and developing advertisements
for newspapers and magazines.
Stamey's job is to help North Caro

Carolina, a team he grew up following.
After his Furman days ended, the

general, t h e buying power o f most

professional basketball in Zaragoza,

lina businesses bridge the cultural and

Mexican consumers is increasi n g thanks

Spain , before joining the North Carolina

language divide in Mexico. He provides

to a growing i ndustrial base and lower

Department of Agriculture and launching

contacts, brokers deals and helps com

interest rates.

panies avoid legal and cultural pitfalls.
" It's very i m portant to understand

Last year, North Carolina exported
more than $1 .7 billion in goods to

his career i n international trade. Since
that time he's visited more than 35
countries.

the culture," says Stamey. "Th ings

Mexico, com pared to $ 1 .4 billion

move slower here. You must be able to

in 2003. Stamey recently brokered

Devon Oliver, says, "When I returned
from Spain, the job with the Depart

Stamey, who recently married

perceive nuance. Living in the U n ited

a deal that brought a D rexel Heritage

States is a science, but in Mexico, it's

furniture store to Mexico City's leading

ment of Agriculture was ideal. I spoke

more of an art."

shopping area. But although furniture

Spanish, I was familiar with European

is a h i g h-profile export from North

culture, I g rew up in North Carolina

Carolina, Stamey says that about half

agricultural exports, and I was an

lation of 20 m i l l ion - more than five

of the state's exports to Mexico are

economics major."

times that of the state of South Carolina.

textile-related.

By any measure, Mexico is a large
market. Mexico City alone has a popu

But there are economic hurdles. The

Twenty-eight other states operate

No matter the language, though,
Stamey says that the keys to cultivating

gap between rich and poor is tremen

trade offices in Mexico. Some include

successful business relationships are

dous, and much of the cou ntry's wealth

divisions that represent a single city,

believing in your product and knowing

is controlled by a small portion of the

such as San Antonio. North Carolina

how to l i sten and network. And he takes

population.

operates additional trade offices in

pride in his home state and in h i s ability

Frankfurt, Hong Kong, Tokyo, Seoul

to connect with and understand potential

and Toronto.

customers from different cultures.

Describing the Mexican socio
economic environment metaphorically,
Stamey says, " I n Mexico, you either
have a Rolex, a Casio, or you don't
have a watch . "
B u t t h e busi ness c l imate is i m prov

Before moving to Mexico City,

"My lifeline is my database of

Stamey worked for four years as an

contacts. The key is developing that

international trade specialist for the

database every day - not just having

North Carolina Department of Agri

it but keeping i n personal contact with

i n g . Although most Mexicans have little

culture. The job, marketing the state's

people," he says. "I really love what

disposable income, some are very

food and agricultural products in Latin

I do. It's not just a job. It's an honor."

wealthy and furnish their homes with

America and Europe, was a good fit for

- John Roberts
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The Last Word

Essential things
The first step in finding your vocation is finding yourself- who
you are and where you come from - and I took this step during
my visit to Cuba over spring break. On this trip, sponsored by
Furman's Center for Theological Exploration of Vocation, I
had the opportunity to explore my family heritage, as both of
my mother's parents were born in Cuba and have enriched my
life with Cuban traditions.
My grandparents had emigrated to the United States by 1952,
before the revolution, and made their final visit to Cuba in 1957.
For them, Cuban history froze in that year; but in February, after
being wished "buen viaje," I bridged that span of time as the
first member of my family to visit Cuba in half a century.
San Jose de las Lajas, a town outside Havana, has always been
on the itinerary for the CTEV's annual spring trip to Cuba. Yet
it is also where my grandmother's sister, Matilde Camifia, now
93, lives with her granddaughter Suaima and her family. To my
surprise, a local Baptist pastor had arranged for all of us to meet
at his office on my first day in Cuba. And sure enough, on that
rainy afternoon, my family pulled up in front of the office in their
'49 Dodge, and I nervously rushed out to meet them for the first
time.
It was surreal and joyful, exciting and daunting, and I
exchanged hugs and greetings as the rest of my travel group
watched from a balcony. I handed Matilde a photo of her sister,
my abuela, and her family smiled as I shared news about my
family back home. This emotional meeting was short, but we
managed to gather twice more during my time in Cuba.
Although my Cuban family was always smiling, they told me
about how hard life is for them. Suaima and her husband, Juan
Carlos, have "good jobs" at a ceramics factory, but Suaima has
taken leave to care for Matilde, who recently broke her hip, while
Juan Carlos earns 295 Cuban pesos a month. That's equivalent
to 14 U.S. dollars. In their apartment, Suaima and Juan Carlos
share a bedroom with their two sons, and they use a flashlight
to illuminate the rooms at night. The government provides
food rations, slim by U.S. standards.
"We don't have luxuries," Suaima told me (in Spanish),
"but we live a good life, and we value the essential things."
The essential things are the relationships among family, friends
and neighbors.
My family prepared me a special meal one evening 
certainly fancy for them - but they told me not to be ashamed:
"You're among family." That evening we traveled to meet my
other great aunt, Herminia, and her granddaughters mentioned
the local shortage of water. ("Life here is stressful; how can you
have stress in the United States, where you have everything?"
remarked one of their nieces.) But Herminia has four generations
4R

The family of Suaima (third
from right) and Juan Carlos
(far left) , ready to enjoy
a special Cuban meal
with Michael.

supporting each other under her roof, and all of them hope
that relations between the United States and Cuba will improve
so that more of our family can reunite more often.
My visit gave hope to my Cuban family and brought joy
to my American family. Such an experience is rare under the
U.S. travel ban, and I feel blessed to have fulfilled this mission.
But I have returned to the States with another sense of
mission. In Cuba I felt connected not only with my family, but
with each community I encountered. The lines of family blurred;
whoever welcomed me as a brother, I embraced with kinship.
Who are my neighbors and my brethren, and where does
my compassion stop? We each have gifts, and we also have the
great responsibility to share them. Many of Cuba's people are
waiting with open hands, empty from need but full of warmth,
love and unity.
- M ichael Vagnini

The author is a rising junior from Winter Springs, Fla., majoring
in chemistry and Spanish.
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